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THE 

DISINTERESTED MARRIAGE. 

♦ » - 

LETTER XXXIII. • 

Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 

In Continuation. 

[■^OU yfant, I fiippofe, ; tp hear, 
more about Lord Afbbourne •. 
but Louila tells me -flie, a- 
voids him as much as pofilble ^ [^x^H 
1 fancy (he fpeaks the truth ; -for fkt\ 
looks extremely dejeftcd : we are all in-; 
indeed out of fpirits here : ihould you, 
therefore, come among us you would be 
Vol. II. B infefted 
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infeficd by our melancholy, if you have 
not already cau^t it. Yet 1 think you 
had better j:gme :. I will g^e up Fan- 
Ihaw to you. As you feeni, both, to 
be difappointed cxaftly in the fame 
manner, you may very well adminifter 
tonfolation to each other. 

t)o you know that I, frequently, keep 
open my letters, in hopes of hearing 
fomething more entertaining to add ?-^ 
I have' now, by fo doing, an opportu^ 
nity to fend you a little anecdote con- 
cerning Lord Afhbourne and Mifs Pla- 
ftow, which may lf>e of felrvice to you. 

Y^ferday I made a vifit to Mrs. Ellis, 
lofuifa^ who was in her dreffing-room, 
fent ta'lei mtJ Icnow that (he was not 
well, and to beg me to come up ftairs. 

* 
I obeyed 
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» 

1 obeyed her futnmons, and found her 
fitting quite an an^Vmdrefs With' her eyes ' 

fwelled with crying,^ while her little hiaiirt 
was lieadytd burft with grief. ^^ ^ ^ / 
x:^ ■ ■ .\ \ V • • -i \ .• : . ■' -.r.. ■' 
I could not help ejcclaiming at the - 
fight of her in fo affiifted a condition, 
and.cqquiring:into th^ caiii^ of if. .; J 






u 



Qh, my cjear Lwy'!?! replied (he ; 
.1 was right when. I told; you that Lord 
" ' Afhbourne could never be any thing - 
" . mQre to me, thafn my guardian," ; . • 

" Why notftf n>y[dgar ?" faid I ; " you- 
*' only fancy fo : I an^ fure Lord Afh-. ; 
** bourne is in love with you." 



" So he tells ;me,'V anfweredfhe, vyith 
a charming fimplicity. . .". • He tedls npe 
".he: loves mej, but ftill th^f figniiies 

B 2 nothing : 
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..nothings' and yet he has behave^ h 

fweedyrr^t. wijll.iijforinf you of the 
whole a^air. .{ had great rdafon, you 
know, to Jbe d irpkaicd both .with him ' 
and myfelf. I thought I had been 
** much too forward, and that he had 
** given me improper encouragement : 
** I, therefore, refolvcd to corred both ; 
•* in doing which, I was, neceffarily, 
*' obliged to behave with much cool- 
*' nefs : t appeared indifierent, when I 
** was, really, far from being fo. Lord 
*• Alhbourne complained of my indif- 
" fercnce in very refpeclful terms, and 
** defircd^ to know if he had, inadver- 
" tently, dohe any thing to offend 
*• me. I made a flight anfwer, I be- 
*' lieve, and was going to leave him. 
" He then ic'aught me by the gown, as 

*'' I had withdrawn my hand, and cried * 

* * ' ♦ 

<« , — Stay only one moment,'. Mifs - Pla- 

' ^ " flow. 
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" ftow.- lato not & gwilty as I may 
" appear - to you 3 1 am very ifnfor- 
" tunate.— Do but condcfcend to hear 
me. — His voice, his air, his actions, 
all concnrrf d . to increafe the pity I 
♦' could nor help feeling for him, and 
■** made, me filently confent to what he 
•^ fo earneftly dcfired. — ^I was, indeed, 
•*' but too willing to hear what he had 
" to fay upon a fubjeft which had given 
>• me an infinite deal of uneafinefs. 
>*- Sitting Sown by me, he then la- 
'^^ mented, in the moft pathetic lan- 
** guage, his not having had patience 
" till he faw me -, for having, before he 
*' faw me, made a furrender of his heart : 
^' adding, that^ ignorant of the charms 
I poifeflcd*-^[pray pardon me. Lady 
lAicy, for mentioning encomiums on 
myfelfi — we are all, naturally, aflfeft- 
ed by flattery] he had met .with Lady 

B 3 " Bell 
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" Bdl Wallace in -Flanders. --Next 
" to you^ contintied he, Lady Bell Is 
" the woman whom I moft admire % 
" and I fo far proved a fuccefsful lover, 
" that fhe, at length, promifed to be 
" miae, if I c6uld decently bceak off 
" my engagement; with j)?^«.« — I ai&rcd 
" her that I would break it off-, and 
" came now to. England for that pur- 
*' pofe : but when I beheld you in all 
** your lovelinefs, 1 could think no more 
" of Lady Bell, or of any other woolan* 
." Severely did I cenfure my precipifa- 
•* tion, for having laid myfelf under any 
** ties before I faw you^ for whoni my 
" father defigned me, : as you appeared 
" in my eyes fo much fpp^irior to every 
«* woman I had fe,en. lilbwevcr, as \ 
** h^e no fault to find with 'Lady Fell, 
" who has ever conduced herfelf with 
^ the greateft propriety, and with a de- 

^* licacy 
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** licacy too that ought to be acknow- 
ledged, I cannot aft an infamous part, 
by deferting her, without giving rea- 
** fons which may render her fatisfied 
*' with my behaviour : but / fliall ne- 
•* ver, perhaps, be fatisfied with it, ex- 
*' cept you^ Mifs Plaftow, can fo^rgive 
« my unhappy inadvertency, and bring 
** yourfelf to accept of me, if I am given 
" up by Lady Bell. Yet how can I aflc 
" for fuch a favour ? Is it pofTible for 
*'• the charming Mifs PlaftoW to Accept 
** of a rejected man? — ^No — ^I cannot, 
•* dare not folicit fuch a favouf : ftill 
*' Icfs dare I hope to enjoy fo exquifite 
a blefling. — Here he ftopped, with 
his eyes fixed on my face,- while his 
" hand grafped mine with a Vehemencq 
" which difcovered the ftrong agitation 
** of his mind : I was almoft diflblved 

« 

** in forrow j tears ftreamed down my 

B 4 y cheeks; 
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" checks V I fobbed aloud-*I could not 
" fpeak. — ^He appeared greatly alarmed 
** at my fituation. Throwing himfelf 
upon his knees before me, he took 
my hands in his, laid his face on them, 
and alkcd me, with inexpreffible ten- 
" dcrnefd, why I wept ; adding, that 
my tears gave him the moft cutting 
difquiet. — I could not help owning 
^* that I lamented our not having met 
•* focner, when we were both not only 
at liberty to love, but encouraged to 
prefer each other to all the world, by 
thofe who had a right to direft and 
'^ advife us : I could not help owning 
** too, that the pleafure I had felt in 
** knowing I was beloved by him, was 
*• cruelly Icflcned by the conGderatioa 
** that we were never to meet — ^without 
•• Lady Beirs refufal. — Thus you fee^ 
** my dear Lady Lucy," continued the 

amiable 
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atniabic girl, " there are no hopes of 
•* our ever being happy, as it is not at 
*^ all probable that Lady Bell fhouU 
*^ confent t6 refign fo charming a man 

V to her rival.** 

* 

Not being able to dive into your fen- 
tltnents upon this fubjeft, I could not 
give Louifa any hopes, at the conclu- 
fion of her unreferved difclofures. I 
know how lihould a6b myfelf in fuch 
circumftances — I think I know what I 
fhouldtlo in fuch. a fituation : but when 
ahi ench^ting fellow is become mailer 
of our hearts, tis^on, I fear, has littlef 
HtSuence! tove reigrts over us with a 
tyrannic fway.— Poor Franklandl how 
I wilh to bear that he is better! how I 
wifli to havie it in my power to make 
him as happy a;5* he dcferves to be.— * 

B 5 ThU 
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This is a bleffing whkrh will, I doubt, 
be cycr denied to 

« 

« 

Your aflK^tionatc, 

L. M. 



LETTER XXXIV. 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborough. 

IThanli you for your concecn^ and 
for your anxietjr about me, though 
they will be of no advantage to me, u 
1 tbink I am pretty far gooe in ao incu*^ 
rable diftemper ; but as it is one of the 
flattering kind, I am tbfi more compoied 
under it ; for though I believe L really 
grow: worfe, I am frequewly weak 
enough to fancy I am better. 

When 
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When I firft came down here, I took 
great pleafure in planting, fowin'g, and 
' improving my little eftate ; hoping,' that 
if I could ever make an advantageous 
change in it. Lady Lucy might be 
tempted to confent to our mutually en^ 
joying the profits arifing from it; as ld6 
> adually think it is poflible for two peoi 
pie to be happy in this fequeftered fpot, 
even after having feen l^eUer 'days. \ 
am not, however, a mere foUtary: I 
have neighbours who moft carheftly 
court my acquaintance-, but fince the 
lofs of her in whom alohe my foul de"- 
fighted, I am become averfe to ^ any 
focicty, and glide away at the fight of 
a hufnan creature, like a ghoft at the 
approach of morning. I hear that I 
am complimented with the title of thfe 
handibme phantom — What trifling is 
this, however, in a man who is^ per-; 

B 6 ^^psj 
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Jiaps, near his end ! — As Lady Lucy 
attaches herfelf to Fanlhaw, the fooner 
1 am removed out of a world in which 
I have no bufxncfs, the better. Yet — 
heaven is my witneis, I do not, cannot 
blame her. I ever wifhed her to be 
happy, and, if the charader given to 
me of this gentleman is a juft one^ he 
is thoroughly capable of making her 
ft). . As flie is now cured of the 
partiality with which fhe once honoured 
me, a favour entirely unmerited, a fa- 
vour, never to be fufficiently acknow- 
lec|gf d, I cannot poflibly ever repay \U 

1 can only make a poor attempt towards 
the payment, by leaving her all I pof- 
ie(s : that all is too little to be worth 
her acceptance : but I cannot leave her 
any more : yet what I can leave her will, 
1 hope, in fome meafure make up for 
the ungenerous behaviour of Lord Grafs- 

ington 
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ington — But why fhould I reproach 
bim ? . He. has afted with an apparent 
mcannefs, I am convinced, merely with, 
a hope, mprejy with a view to i obtain 
the pofleilion of a woman who would 
tempt almoft any man to be guilty of a]S 
forts of crimes, to. gain, her hearts Let 
his Lordfhip^ therefore be forgiven f Let 
her be happy with her new lover ! yet 
may fhe now and then think, with, a 
kind of render reco]led:ion, upon 

Your- almoft' loft 

C. FRANK&ANP.; 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 
Lady Lucy to Ladf Bell. 

1H A V E neceivtd a letter of Frank- 
land's to a frknd, inclofcd in one of 
Harriot Swymmer's to me, which . has 
fliaken all my wife refblves^ and wiil fend 
me down with expedition to Oak- Abbey, 
to fuperintend the dairy, while h ma« 
nages the farm. In fhort. Bell, jthe 
poor dear fellow is in a decline, and 
fancies that I am going to be married 
to Fanfliaw, and talks of making his 
will. I fliall certainly lofc him for ever, 
if I do not haftcn to relieve him. 

Yo^ -will tell me, perhaps, that I 
Ihall repent of this rafh, unadvifed ftep : 
but pray be quiet, child ,4 I am of age, 

and 
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and hold myfclf wife enough to know 

• 

what will make me happy': and as 
for the opinion 6f others, I give it 
fO thd windis. ' I would rather ftand' 
the ridicule of the brightdl circle at 
court ; . I would rather be fliunned by 
the men, and fhiflFcd at by the wo- 
men, than give a moment's pain to the 
honeft, generous heart, which finccrfely 
loves m*. No, Bell : I i^ill throw off 
the fine Lady, and -put on the farmer's 
wife : but I muft hurry, or elfe it will 
be too late, and the poor fellow will be 
quite gone. I would not come upon 
him too fuddenly neither: yet I. muft 
be expeditious. I will not fend for him 
hither — I will go to Oak* Abbey my-» 
felf.' Mrs. Selby, who has talked very 
ferioufly upon this fubjedt, has promifec^ 
to accompany me. The Swymmers too 
muft be of the party. Y^dMatia ftrange^ 

fchemc I 
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fcheme! you fay. True, Bell; but 
honeft fellows, , men who can die for u& 
when they cannot live xvitbusp are noi^ 
to be met with . evfiy. day : and I coi;i-y 
fefs I have a kind; of ambition to -favc 
kfmy whofe life hang^ upon my will.. 
Adieu, my dear: wifli me happy. Whc-. 
tjjier I fucceedornptyl fh^ll never cealb. 
to be • 

Yours, .mpft^eaionately,; 



LETTER. XXXVL 

Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborough. 

WHAT tranfportingjoy! Lucy, my 
dear Lady Lucy, has been here* 
N^ver was .JBuFprife equal to mine, at 

the 
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the fight of her. I was above half a 
a mile from the houfe, feeing my fellows 
load a cart with a fecond crop of hay. 
Robert) hurrying up to nnie, quite out 
of breath, informed me that a coach 
full of company had drove into my 
court-yard. 



cc 



Company ! *^ faid I« eagerly* 



€€ 
C€ 



Yes, Sir," replied he, "three La- 
dies, and a Gentleman : they are 
come to dinner ; for they ordered the 
" coachman to let up at the beft houie 
"in the village: I told them that we 
" had room in our ftables." 

"What an officious rafcal ! thought 
I — To lay the truth, Jack, I found 
myfelf in no fort of humour for vifiters, 
nor was I> by any means, prepared for 

their 
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their reception. ' So totally indeed Was 
I uiifit to fee tfaem, that I could almoft. 
have quarrelled with my fervant for 
having admitted them. — Before I thought 
of aflking who they were, he preventcd^ 
inCy by teilii^ me that the Gentleman's 
name was Swymmer ; that there was a 
Mifs Swymmer, and a Lady Lucy fomc- 
thing, he cotild not tell, what^?— Robert > 
is quite a country fellow: I did not 
th^ft to bring any man from town with. 
mc> well fcnowitjg that* your London^ 
fcrvants ' arc much too lazy to be of any 
fcrvice here. 

The name 6f Lady Lucy ftartled 

me a little. I muft have been half 

diftrafted to have expefted a vifit from 

her -, yet I lighed, I wifhcd, I felt inex- 

preffible emtitions at the bare mention 

of her.. 

While 
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While I was loft in a reverie entirely 
on h€r account, fhe appeared before me. 

Surpriled as I had been at the nnien- 
tion of her name, I was now agitated 
M. a manner not to be defcribed. I 
haftened to meet her : Jhe alfo quickened 
her fteps. When fhe came nearer, Ihe 
held out her band to me. I feifed it 
with eagernels, and prefled it to my 
bofom, to my lips. 

" Lady Lucy ! *' faid I^ with a faint 
voice, hardly to be heard, " what hap- 
pinefs to fee you ! ** 



(i 



' ^*' Frankland," replied Ihe, With a 
blulhing timidity, which gave her a. 
thoufand additional charms, ^^I am 
*' come—** 

* 

Here 
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. Here (he ftopped. 

" You . are come," anfwered I, " to 
" make me'the happieft of men—" 

I was proceeding) but (he interrupted 
mc. 



t< 



I am indeed) if it is ftilL itu ttf 



" power." 



" Every thing Ts in your powcrj^^ 
x:ried I, tranfpoited. 

** I fear you oi^er-rate it," faid (he^ 
with a modeft tendernefs in her eyes— 
" Tell me— <:an I do any thing ta^re- 

« ftore your health ?** 

" You can reftore my peace," re- 
plied I, catching her to jjjy bofom j 

" you 
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** you can give me life stxak happin<*fs 
*^ jt)y giving me ypurfclf/* * 

» » ^ 
t 

** Take me then/* anfwered fhe : and 
** pray heaven I may not have given my- 
« fclf too late ! ** 

Imagine my joy, Defborough — ^I can- 
not defcribe it — I only know that I ex- 
prcffed it by rapturous embraces, and 
by a fwift fucceffion of fwelling fighs, 
fufficient to convince her more forcibly 
than a thoufand words, how exquifitely 
dear flie was to my doating heart. 

She too remained filent, while a tear 
of fenfibility ftole down her glowing 
cheek. 

• * 

-I ki^ed it off, and then afked the 
meaning of it. ; 

\. ' ' : ' « Are 
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** Are not my tcrr6rs coneermiig 
« your health/* refJied Ihc, «ilrong 
" enough to make me extremely anxious 
" about it?** ^ *^ • ... i 

* ' , ^ • * 

" Banilh all your terrors,** faid I, 
'* my health will foon be re-eftablifhed, 
** as my mind is now at cafe." 

The dear amiable creature, pleafcd 
with my affuranccs, foon rcfumed her 
wonted chearfulnefs ; and, after having 
declared' her determination to be mine, 
as foon as every thing couH be fettled, 
dcfired me to return with her to the 
friends of us both who had aciiompa* 
nied her, and who had exprefled great 
fatisfaftion at our approaching union. 

'* I made an oppofition to Lucy,'* 
faid Mrs. Selby, " merely to give* her 

« time 
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^ time torefleft on what fhe was about ; 
** -bttt I now confefs that ydu are both 
"'. very uncommon charafters^ and can- 
*^ not fail of happihefs, beeaufe your ' 
•' plan of life is fo unfafhionably ra- 
** tional." 

I thanked her for her good opinion, 
entertained all my friends in the beft 
mannet I was able, and kept them till 
late in the evening. I then infilled upon 
going with them part of the way home, 
on horfeback, — Swymmer was fo, con- 
fidcrate* as to refign his place in the 
coach to me, and rode my horfe, till nay 
tender Lucy, fearing it might be dan- 
gerous for me to return with only one 
fervant, would not let me go fo far as 
I had defigned. I am aow preparing to 
attend her iii London. She is op the 
poiht of fetting out, in order to accele- 

' rate 
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rate the preparations for my approach- 
ing felicity : a felicity which will be 
the more tranfporting, as it was en* 
tirely unexpected by 

Yours fincerely, 

C. Frankland. 

LETTER XXXVIL 
Lady Bell to Lady Lucy. 

A Strange fcheme indeed ! And are 
you really capable of carrying 
fo abfurd a defign into execution ? Can 
you confent to bury yourfclf alive ? 1 
am ready to allow that your man — 
from your defcription of him — is an 
4 un- 
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imcpmifiQQ ' chair^^r, a phanom^non in 
the worM .of gallantry,; a difintirefted 
lov^r j: \ but ; confidePj vnj dear Lucy, 
how cab j^«^ who have been bred up 
with a relifli for all the elegant refine- 
ments of life, bring yourfelf to be fhut 
up iniia dull^i Jdirty^ ;and pbfture country 
village P'Hoiv will yoH bear.yOurfelf inthe - 
vuigar chara&er of a country hptfewife, 
after ' haying : figured a4 a woman of 
falh'idni Your narrow fcheme may, 
perhaps, be -a Very prud^t one, but, 
fJrely it cannot be -very palatable : it 
Can only I be . jdeafiiig, I imagine, to 
thofc' who' feel^ themfelves inclined to 
hugh at you. Indeed, my dc5ar, I ne- 
ver thotight that j^tf«, with your exeeflive 
vivacky, rand uncontunon accompMih- 
ments^ would dwindle . into a tame 
houTehold dove, aAd, give up cyery jpy 
iri Jifc; that excepi:ed,.>^rifing from the 
Vol. IL C focicty 
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focielty bf only ohe pcrlbn. Sarcly, my 
dear, by thuS' confining ycMirfctf to (me 
man, you ^difcovcr a vdry limited ta(b, . 
a much nairower mind iiiaii I tiuxigiu: 
you poll^ficd. 

You will fele opoflibly o&ndod atmy . 

freedom, ai^dj^cMnk, that as I am^uqder 

the domiiHon of the tender pafflonmy- 

felf, 1 ought to hav« fpared yaui ihcrely 

upon fympathetic considerations. . I am 

not, however, precifcly. in the fituiatbn . 

you* fuppssfe me to. be : I hftye, .indeed,, 

fo far got the ibet«cr of the] little love 
lurking in my heart, -vfhith ifv^s,^:^in^ 

truth, only a plague to m^^K.th^x I am; 
now as free as air. * Yet^ though I do 
ndt intefeft myfedfi iufficiG»tly.vifoout. 
Lord Aflibbiirnc, ' to 'TOakd: myfelf^ mn* . 
eafy on hfe <ii€coiifijt,i ' I ' • fh^il, . ^ rieVcrthtt*^ i 
lefs, expcA him' ito J)crfc»m. i?iJ *p»ctt of 

' " . i J . ' the 
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the centrai6l: between us. I wnould h^^ve 
men cured pf the ridiculous propei^fity 
they have to make love to every woman 
they fee : a propenBty which has proved 
fatal to many -^ m$ny of our fex. I 
thjjik, therefore, that ^^ ought not only 
to be upon our guard againfl any fu- 
ture defigns of that fort, but to do 
every thing in our power to punifli thofc 
who have already aded in fo infamous a- 
manner. I look upon a fellow of this 
fort as a fcandalous character, and un-< 
worthy of the attention of a woman 
with the kaft degree of merit. You 
will imagine, no doubt, from thefe far* 
caftical effufions, that I am out of hu^ 
mour with all mankind. I can ailUre 
you, however, that you arc miftaken : 
I can even afTure you that I cfteem your. 
Frankland, if he is really ^the man he 
appears to be \ nor would I fay a Hngle 

C 2 word 
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word iagainft your plan, did I not fear 
your being unhappy in a way of life to 
which you have never been accuftomed, 
and which will be (6 very new to you, 
til at you will not be able to tell me 
whether you like it or not: all will, no 
doubt, he very fair and fine at firft, but 
in a fhort tinne you will feel the dif- 
ference. You will fay indeed, per. 
haps, that you fhoi£d be much more 
unhappy with <jraffington : but arc 
there not other men vaftly fuperior to 
Jbim in fcnfc, and quite equal to him 
in point of fortune ^ You had a lover, 
the very man for youi Fanihaw was 
cxaftly riie perfon whom I would wifli 
you to marry : yet you, like a pcrverfe 
creature, will throw yourfelf away on 
this Frankland, merely becaufe he is 
handfome. Really, Lucy, 1 pity you, 

and 



The Disinterested Makaiage. 45 

and in return for nay compaffion, I eac 
|)e<5k you to give me all poiUble informa- 
tion relating to the lovely Loutfa and 
her charming guartCan, my faithlefs Aflx- 
bourne, as I do not fuppofe you intend 
to exclude yourfelf from all human fo- 
ciety : you will, I imagine, keep up 
your conneftion with the amiable Pta- 
ftow ; I fliall then hear from you how 
thefe happy lovers proceed j for furely 
they muft be happy in the certainty of 
their being fo exceedingly dear to each 
other. It is to be hoped, aMb; that Lord 
Afliboume, when he has thdroughly 
fixed his inclination upon an objeft fo 
capable of preferving his .heart, wiH 
find no defirc to change a fecond time : 
a man of fo fickle a difpofition would 
not be worth any woman's notice. Tottr 
awn, I hope, is of a very different nac 

C 3 . ture. 
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tore. That' you may not be difappoint- 
•cd, is the finccre wi(h of 



Your afFeftionate 



A, Wallace. 




LETTER XXXVIIl. 

- • • 

Lady Luc v to Lady Bell, 

I A M married. Bell, and happier, in- 
finitely happier, than it is poflible for 
yoo to imagine me to be. There is not; 
indeed, in the whole univerfe, fucli an- 
other charming fellow as my FranklanA 
Tell mc no more of being narrow- 
minded, and jupon being pent up in the 
xorner of a dull country village : talk 

not 



Jabti.1* iRffrnofiiiwaptj 06 tftftfti oc erf; my 

being dwindled intt^^ik.^«RQl!^itf>i)it:lM)tki 

dove. Bell, I could laugh at your ig- 

-noratiQe y .bbt„ '' to be* ^pre, ^ a : iiwcinanr 

wfa^nv a £neyoutig fellow* tias left ftr 

.anocbor^ iiandsfonMs 'girh itqd* z, woman 

.ivrhQi i9iaddre(^^:and doat;a(ivott.by' the 

• faiiJaiuUeft hnidv fibnxioft }uiiEbdDd(]m the 

i\iQrldi i cinnoG.' ieel the iknne, 'i^phiims.- 

It is by totally miftaking the^ word hap- 

^pineis that you look at me in a light k^ 

^Ytiy'T^Skfom u> tfiat in w&iciai youl aught 

"to ibtii(^'^ ime:- Yo^^-ti^iiric t •tffti' in a 

t^dsn f and 'calkt^aq»tlblb illfuadM^ ^>l^- 

icauibl have ma^rUd a^m^ ^h# nas^ 

bscn caqoyedall tfadatttaqri^ of!:tife ^f 

wkicbf y6a^^eak^.wt«M fo -ibucivj^tisfa4^ 

ti0n^ bf \mn^ ^Am^^tx>(krm^W^9tUl^^J 

boir,algfeat darfiydpngtethanj/T a«l, oaid 

.pbi&iTed. df.^^ Urgdt £omm8 ^ l4Mti ^ «]ut 
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iituatioa is, in truth, cfae moft amiiMe 
4>ne to be conceived/ h 

Felicity, mf dear Bell, does noli con- 
fift entirely in magnificence tnd parade, 
riches acd.fplendour will never givb that 
heart-felt joy, to hi enjoyed only in the 
focicty of thofe :whom: Wc lovfc : and: is 
for tb)e ioy wliich jfcfi feels with:' the man 
to whom (he is, of all her fex, the deat- 
eft, who fpends every hour of his li^ 
with hfir, and in ftiidying to pleafe .hcr^ 
.is . b^ond C¥pre0idn — r Frankland- b 
that ;mn, thathuiband to m^. . I chofe 
hioi^ at fir ft, for the. degande of his 
perfon, the gracefnlnefs of his manners, 
the brj^tneis of his underftanding> and 
the .vijct^es of ins heart ; I - havq Ao rca- 
ton to repcait of my: choice : I have a 
thoufaod reaibns for defending it i his^ 
iieipe^ful tendernefe his difintereftcd 

paifion. 
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paffion, his conftant attachment, all 
. combined ta juftify me not only in fup- 
porting my choice, b»t in being. proud 
of it.— What can a woman defire more f> 
How few women, indeed, meet with 
facb companions for life I Who would 
not for fueh a companion give up,,, 
without the leaft regret, many advanta-', 
ges, and be content with bare nccei&* 
ries, rather than be tied to one lc& ami- 
able, lefs deferring, though poflcflcd of 
an immenfe fortune i JFc^ however, are 
not only provided with aU the coove-^ 
niences of life, but even with many of 
thofe indulgencies for the forfeiture of 
^hich you pathetically pity me.-^an 
there be. Bell*— confider my qucftion 
with attention, before you anfwer it*--^ 
Can there be a greater tranfport, thaa 
that arifing from the fondnels of fuch a ^ 
man as I have defcribed I To iee my 

C 5 Frankr 
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FwnlfJUnd watch my every took, and 

mocion, to. find out wj wiflw brfore L 

utter, them, aod to gratify theoet as foon 

ai riwy: are dHwwred, i$ a luxury not to, 

be defcribed.^*^To fcc: hm dcpreflfcd, 

andf)aiii£uUy aifS:<fted> if he only fancies 

I, am act petfeftly well, or chcarful; to 

fee:.him.r^y to expire with pleafure, 

at:&eii)g n:Te entirely ^tisjied with him^ 

arid with every thing he does to make 

me happy*, to fee his hands trenibte,. 

and his eyes fparkle with delight, his 

btjfom' beat with' rapture on my ap-, 

pr^ach'j thowglvafoer a ver}? ^hort .ab^ 

fewce — are not thefe luxuries,, child^ 

ndt to* be - defctihed ?: arc they not far - 

Itt^riOF to thofe which y^u hint, at : tQ 

fplehdid tables covered with all kind^ of 

dfftafes in n>aftj«eraJJe- j^ to bffilhant jew- * 

cfe,* whiA might make me look more 

dkzzliBe indeed, but which could noft. 

'-••' - - : ' ■ add 



«dd an^luftie to mf ej^sj drany difo^ 
pling beauties ta my cheeks? Glaring 
carriage^ and €rowds of forvants^ would 
only ; cake off tfe*^ itt€«irik)rf of aU who 
few*' thcrn . from ' 'me :^ ^fief • wbtild' eer* 
tainly be more admired '/ for ftieh bb* 
je6ls always attraft- the majoritry of dar- 
ing fpeAators^. Id fvicfa^ pppipous ftyle 
of living,, I^fliould appear to little bet- 
iferatlVamagethattf tfce-Iliady in the t.^ 
fter<;'* and; kfe to i^ great; italhW of feR 
TamSTj' e^ry%0dy'*fiows th^ irt tht 
moft trottblcfomd appendixes to '^rt 

vinccd yrmv i!h^'rftfc'wa;tti-6f 'th©- luxtif- 
ries Qf ]^, or^c^^a^ft^ wegoy them, 
are no wants with me. . lenjoy every ra- 
ikmaLpteaiiii^ ^l4*imy Erankland, and 
the hjgheft of all delights in being fo 
-- * »1 C 6 fiiicerdy. 
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finccrely, fo tenderly beloved by him.— 
I thought to have given a little iketch of 
our domeftic plan^ which is by no means 
fo delpicahle as you may in\agi^.-» bm 
I hear my Charles's animating voice — I 
fly tQ meet him. . 

In COMTINUATION. 

I -have but.Xuft time to finifli my l^^^ 
ter, by tj^lHpg. you, tfeat: Mife Plaftow 
defired to correfpond with me when we 
jpartedy and that I exped a letter from 
her ieyery hour. Should I meet with 
any thing in her letter to make you either 
better or wifer, you. may depend ifpon 
having an extraft out of 4t frpm . 

Your ftxtf moft' affedionate 



«■ i 






LET- 
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L E T T E R XXXIX. 

Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborough. 

YO U made me promife to write to 
you, abd to kt you know how I 
like my new fituation ; to let you know 
whether my fetters— as you fingle fel- 
lows fooHihly call the mod pleafing of 
all chains — &t eafy upon me. In fhort, 
Defborough, I am fb- inexpreflibly bleft 
that I can fcarce find time — I am fure I 
cannot find words— -to dcfcribe the ftol- 
nefs of my joy. — ^May it be but as per* 
ma!ient, as it ^ 'exqiiifite ! May but my 
ahgcl be prefei'vid from ilincfsi froni 
every kind of danger f ^ Oh ! k is ut- 
terly impoffible for me to paint the hap-! 
pinefs which it is in her power alone to 
confer upon me I All my fear is, that 
I ihall never, ev^ i^ifli toy mbft uh^ 

wearied 
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wearied endeavours,, be able to repay 
her for the tendernefs ihe lavifhcs on 
me : the fwcet creature, however,, ap- 
pears to be delighted. with everything 
I fay or do, i^ndr qwnot feci.a. fingjte 
filing arooflg. tb© thoufanid wbkJb I feel 
in myfelf, but- of which! was not kx^^ 
fible (ill I became^ lb imixnately Gpnnedlr 
cd with, fo a pcrfed;wpnwiv Loqg ha^ 
I fighed for a.conipfin«HQ.i yotilittl? did, 
1 ever expcft to me^tyvit^ one. fo every 
*^y defirablc, fq infinitely, beyond niy 
fondcft hopes. The grcateft &tijfa<aio^ 
y^9 ^'i^nf^ort^ indeed^ fhe difcovtus »t 

fp^Si *'^' ^^'^^' ^^'* -^^^- **** 
tif^t JL^ "^'^-^ io ywy.,diffcre|it.t9 

^fgeiiVe' ^^^ ^'^^^ ^^^ ^ «^ ma- 

ihoCe^^' ^^ ^^ dpp^w affauTB^: an4 

f^i^rrxia^^ '% np nq §ppU.j»rt of ri»« 

- ^; ' '5*^ f«ft ^,.jh&.^:is .dttii.- 

cated 
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catcd to walking, gardening, and draw- 
ing. The evening is filled upiwith con- 
verfation, reading, and mufick : not to 
mention a thoiifand intermediate endear- 
ii?icnts*~In Ihort, I cati^ h^rtdly get a mp^ 
ment to write to you, io dclicioufly is- 
every moment cmptoyed : and I muft 
now break off to attend the dear foftcocr 
of all my cares, the dear improver of all' 
my joys.— If you have any idea of true 
felicity^ Defborough, marry inftantly 5 
and whenever you ih marry, may you 
be as fuperlativdy happy as «^ 

Your fincere frktvL 

C Frankland. 



• » 
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LETTER XL, 

Lady Lucy to Lady Bell* 

HOW mi^ times have I read over 
your laft letter, my pocM- Belli 
how many times have I felt the fincereft 
pity for your miftaken notions of happi- 
nefs ! — ^But you cannot, I know, help 
thinking as you do, at prefent v — ^I, pof- 
fibly, once entertained ientiments of a. 
fimilar nature, though I believe I never 
carried them to the extravag^t height 
ycu do. However, you cannot, as I 
faid befdre, help it. I can only be ibrry 
that it is not in my power to make you 
as happy as myfelf: but .the higheft 
rank| the moft affluent circumftances, 
the richeft jewels, or the moil magniii- 
cencpaittcc^ with all the dazzling ef ca^ 
iera you can think of» will make you fo> 

if 
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if you are not blcffcd alfo with the fo- 
cicty of a man who loves you as well as 
Frankland loves me. I will quit this 
fubjeA, therefore, and try to enter- 
tain you in your ownr way. The »- 
clofedcis a ktier I hawi receivec} from 
Ifouifa Plailow to n^e^^jupon Loi;d Aflv 
^bomme's bidding/h^r.acjieu forever, i|i 
ord^r to perform hiir engagement withj>vtf. 
Yet ihould you marry him, Bell, do not 
.eyped):, to be.^ h^ppy as I am ^ do nqt, 
in the.i leaft,' thwk of i if : be is xjiiitc » 
differefet ttidii ff (m ;ii»y(Cb4ri^ ; and fof^ 
my Atzf, frteAjd^. wifiiin^ you may fiii4 
Ibme other more Antabfe, I remain , 

Your aflPedlionate 



M 



£iVOr. FftANRLAWO. 
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. L E/T:T:E R XUi 

[Inclofeci in the fo^regoing.J 

« 

I Should baVe -fodtacf font my congra- 

ybw frtirf kge-^-^a triiirf iagc enurtd inia 
with* Ae moft' dttf)>idkS«s bmeni— 4i8d I 
ftot been exceeding^ diftreflfcd by the 
d^arture of Loj^d 'Alhbournc. He has. 
taken 'his final leavie of yow poor L^t- 
ifa V He has ^ takeiv ^airtfr of, Kepifor ever. 
i dm'ixkcidxt^Stf^mMt^iS^ litfkKid, of: 

cannM h^^ lanieffH$i^^ the neceflky of 
it, with the ni^ftjwagMni; concern. HaH. 
Lord Aflibourne and I been perfonally 
acqu&uicedn<b%voa&ft. other fooner, we 
might now have been as happy as we 
arc otherwife at prefent,. and aswe arc- 
llkjJly tb remain : for I really think he 

loves 
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loves me too fihcerely to marry any 
other woman. Yet the tendernefs and 
the conftancy of his paflion, inftead of 
giving me any fatisfaftion, only ferve ta 
make me regret his lofs with a ndore 
hopelefs forrow. I fhall never forget 
the moment of our feparationr My 
Lord forgot his dignity, his rank, and 
every thing but his love, which feemed 
to increafc at the very inftant it ought ta 
have been entirely given up.' As for 
me, I was utterly incapable of conquer- 
ing my own feelings, doubly pained by 
obferving the operations of hh. I can^ 
not find words ftrong enough to defcribe 
what I endured when he put; a parch- 
ment imp my hand, telling 'me, pt the 
fame time, that it cont^Hied the' yvritings 
belonging to my eftate-^***! refign it to 
** you for ever,** continued he; "hoping, 
*• and fervently wifhihg,' that whenever 

•* you 
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•* you difpofe of your much more valu- 
*^ able felf^ you will meet with a man 
•• who has a j.ufl: fcnfe of your merit^, 
•* and who feels a paflion for you not 
•• Icfs ardent xhan mine." 

In this manner he addrefled himielf to 
me, but he could hardly fpeak his words 
intelligibly. 

On my burffing into a flood of tears^ 
he (topped ihort, juft when he was go- 
ing to leave me, and faid,^ with the moil 
dejcded air imaginable, •* Nay, Mifs 
•* Plaftow, if you weep, I cannot go 
" from you." He then fat down by 
IPC, and faid* ib. many fbothing things^ 
that I began to find my ipirits greatly 

111' ' < ■* . T 

relieved* On a fudden,. recoUedting the 
indifcretion of which I was guilty, by 
lifiening to .his melodious voice, I rofe 

precipi- 
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precipitately — ** You forget, my Lord, 
*! that we arc to part," 

" I had, iiideed, myXouifa," re- 
plied he ; ** for mine I fee you ever 
'^^ will be ; that is, I am certain you 
*• will never give your Jiand to another 
^' man, though / muft not poflefs fo in- 
*' £ftimable a bleffing.*' 

*' Never, my Lord ; never," an- 
fwered I : '* never will I give my hand 
^ to any man*—" 



" Except me^** added he, catching it 
eagerly to his lips. 

Only tliink. Lady Lucy, how much 
this foftcning behaviour increafcd my 
diftrefs I How*hard was it to drive him 
away from me at the moment I was moft 

fcnfible 
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fcnfible pf his love \ I bdieve we Ihould 
not have feparated at all, had not Mr. 
Ellis come in : be knew, I fancy, how 
it was ; and fhought that the longer we 
were together, the more difficult it 
would be for us to part. On his com- 
ing in he alked my Lord a trifling que- 
ftion about the chaife at the door ; de- 
fignedly, I fuppofe, to. remind him that 
it waited for himl At that time I 
thought Mr. Ellis's appearance imperti- 
nent 5 I am now fatisfied that he ap. 
peared with a very benevolent intention, 
to fpare us the affliftion of another pri- ' 
vate adieu. My Lord, however, flood 
lingering, and looking as if he wanted 
to fee Mr. Ellis walk away •, but he, re- 
gardlefs of his fignificant looks, fat' down, 
and feemed not in the leaft difpofcd to 
quit the room. — My Lord then, finding 
him immoveable, xofe, bowed to him, 
I took 



took my hand ^g^A,'. pfd&d it to .his, 
fetched a deep figh, aand hurried from 
me without turning his ^ye once towards 

. As fbon a&my Lord was gone, fear- 
ful of Mt. EUisfs rfaying any thing' to. 
me, thdiagh inadVertendy; . to iiicreafc, 
nty grief, I rair':Dp:ftaiTs, and r^ijM^iwd. 
in my'ovvH aparttocrvt> to indulge it^ the 
reft ef the day. — I was totally unfit for 
company. In the evening I received a 
letter from my Lord, dated from Dover, 
where he waited for a wind. Never was 
there, certainly, fuch a letter written 
by a man ib a w^oman whom he was to 
reKhquifh for' ever. He made a thou- 
fand apologies for writing, declaring 
that he'wa$ n6t mafter of himfelf — that 
he could not reft till he had, with his 
j5en, talren ^a more 'tender, paflibnate 
' adieu 
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adieu than he had dared to take in per- 
fon. 

I fighed, and could not-*— fimpletoa«s 
I am — help exprcOing, in an anfwer, a 
thoufand things which I aUb could ho^ 
articulate when we parted. I received- 
an inconceivable pleafure frohi the comr. 
munication of my- thoughts ypon paper, 
for the firft and laft time. — As be was 
not then married, I ventured to indulge 
myfclf in this piece of folly, which I was 
the more eager to commit, not having^ 
been able to exprefs what I had felt on 
his refigning all his power over me — 
Hisrefignationof it,indced,painQd me the 
more, as 1 could not bear to be. dcfcrtcd 
by him, nor to find the man to whofe 
care my father left me, fo ready to give 
me up. — I told him, therefore, rthat I 
would return the writings (as I did n.ot, 

choofc* 
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choofe to be .my own miftrefs) and con- 
tinue under bis prote£tion» whether he 
was married or fingle \ as my continu- 
ance under it could not be injurious to 
the Lady whom he made his wife : con- 
cluding, with afluring him that I would 
do nothing without his advice and ap- 
probation. 

Whether he approves of what I have 

done, I cannot tell j but this I know, 

... ^ • . . ^ , 

my heart is lighter fince I have laid it 
entirely open to his infpcfilon : for, tho* 
I were certain never to fee him ag^in, I 
fhould be exceedingly miferable to have 
my conduct ditferving*-of Us cenfure, 
No, I would ftudy every thing which 
would, I think, pleafe him, were we to 
meet. ' This will 'be all the confolation 
I <iare hope for 5 and with this, after 
having wilhed him every kind of feli- 
VoL, U. P city. 
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city, I muft endeavour to be coment. — 
My talk, you will own, is not a ¥cry 
cafy one. May- yiu^ Lady Lucy, nieet 
with a happier fate ! How poor, ho«w 
trifling is the diminution of fortune when 
put in conipetition with the man we 
h>ve ! I ought to make fome apology 
for this tirefome detail ; yet I have found 
relief from the difclofure of my feelings 
to your Ladyfhip, as . you are poflefled 
of fo grtat a (hare of fcnfibility. That 
you may enjoy every kind of happinefi 
which this world can beftow, is the fin- 
cere wifli of 

Your truly affcftionate, 

humble fervant, 

Louisa Plastow. 



LEX- 
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LETTER XMI. 

Mrs. Stanley to Mrsi Forbes. 

I A M got hither at laft, after having 
had a tolerable feafon at Brighthelm- 
ftone. Sir George, though a lover of 
pleafure, is not fo eager in the purfutt 
of it as many men are who appear lefs 
fond of it : he is likely, however, to 
find amufement which he did not in 
the leaft expeft. 

One of the fineft, handfomeft fellows 
in the world is come to live here upon 
his own little eftate, — The arrival of 
fuch a man, you will fay, cannot give 
any great entertainment to my brother : 
but this elegant fellow, elegant he is 
in every refpedt, has ran away with a 
young woman of quality, the moft ami- 

D 2 able 
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able creature -in the univerfe, as Sir 
George tells me, for I have not yet fcen 
her^ though he teafcs me to death to 
go and vifit (ler. Now I have no ob- 
jeAion at all to the hufband, but what 
fliall I do with the wife ? One hand- 
fome woman is always in the way of an- 
other. Sir George, indeed, is very 
ready to take her off the hands of us 
both ; yet, by all accounts^ flie not only 
married out of pure difinterefted love : 
Ihe has been married above fix weeks, 
and is not tired of her hufband : on the 
contrary, (he rather grows fonder of 
him: and as for bim, they, fay, (for 
every woman in the place fcts her cap at 
him) that he loves no body except his 
wife. Poor things ! they will k»ow 
better by and by, it is to be hoped. I 
was married near three weeks to Mr. 
Stanley, before I found him out, for I 

was 
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was a mere child, and mohftroufly ig- 
norant. The moment, however, I faw 
he began to grow tired, I became as 
weary as himfelf, and we both took 
our feparate. pleafures with the greateft 
cafe hnagmable. After all, Charlotte, 
thefe men are immenfely ftupid : they 
complain of the licentioufnefs of the 
women, when they themfelves are en- 
tirely to blame. Only confider how ex- 
ceedingly weak it is, and fooli{h,fbr a man 
to marry a young creature, to be vaftly 
fond of her for a little time, and after 
that,, never to trouble himfelf any 
more about her than if Ihe was his 
grandmother. SBe^ juft come to the 
knowledge of her beauty, and the power 
naturally arifing from that beauty, after 
having been initiated into the moft plea- 
furable fcenes which Ihe is capable of 
enjoying, is fuddenly, when her huf^ 

D 3 band's 
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band's appetite is fatiated, thrown afide, 
never to be regarded any more with the 
(hfialleft degree of fatisfaftion by him; 
by the only man from whom (he has 
reafon to expeA happinefs; the man 
whom flic has fworn to love^ honour, 
and obey. Such was my fituation with 
Mn Stanley^ whofe iniblence and in- 
difference foon made me have for him 
the greateft averfion and contempt. But 
I have no hopes of making any thing 
of this Frankland, fo vaftly is he at* 
tached to one woman, whom he, with 
equal juHice and conftancy, I muft own, 
prefers to all her fex. By the way 
though, there is fomething ftrangely 
gothic in their conjugal behaviour : I 
commend it indeed, but I think it, not- 
withilanding, very awkward and un- 
fafhionabk ; it is not, in fhort, accord- 
ing to. the t<m of the times. It is a pity 

that 
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that Frankland, of all men", fhould be 
fo conftant a- creature : were his tender- 
nefs not fo confined, were he as fickle 
as the majority of his fex, his tender- 
nefs might be difFufive enough to make 
a hundred women extremely happy. I 
have lately, 1 own, looked upon con- 
ftaney as the certain mark of ^ narrow 
mind, and think that there is fomething 
infinitely more noble in making our af- 
feftions ^ extcnfive as our acquaint- 
ance. 1 dare fay Sir George is of my 
opiriion i' biit whether we fhall ever pre- 
vail on thefe new neighbours to adopt 
cur fentiments upon this fubjeft, is an- 
other matter, and by time only to be 
decided. ' Wheiiever r am able ttf give 
you farther information about it^ you 
ihall hear again from 

Yotirs fificerely, 
Caroline' Stanlw, 
■' ' D 4 L E T. 



\ 



§6 The Disinterestbp Marhiage, 



LETTER XLIII. 



-•';•• • * 



From the ftmeto the fame. 



w 

the way ! 



HAT reftlefe animals men are, 
when, the favourite woman is in 



Sir Geoi^ would not let me have a 
moment's peace tiU I wet\c to fee this 
J^adyLucyFrankland iand what was ftill 
more provoking, he would go with me. I 
had much rather have gone by myfclf, 
though perhaps his company was fo far 
of ufe, as to bring Frankland into the 
^ room to us : yet I think he hardly would 
have fiaid away from his wife fo long. 
(What ft range people ! How differently 
do they behave from married people in 
general ! ) Never did I fee fo perfeAly 

lovely 
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lovely a man fo defperately enamoured ' 
with a woman, as he feems to be with^ 
her ; and yet ftie is no beauty^ very far 
from being one ; fhe can fcarcfe be 
called handfome. Sir George, however, 
— thcfe men you know, Charlotte, al- 
ways fee more than other folks, often 
fee indeed what is hot to be feen — Sir 
George fays (he is the moft beautiful 
creature that ever exifted. She has cer- 
tainly a je ne ffai y«^rabout her, which 
pleafes even me-y and that is faying a 
great deal.; for we fine women com- 
monly have an avcrfion to each other: 
and it is very natural for us to have a 
mutual averfion, as there is not, I dare 
believe, a fmgle foul among us, who- 
would not be glad to make a conqueft 
over all the tolerable fellows who fall . 
in our. way. Now whenever women 
interfere in the purfuit of the fame de^ 

D 5 H^h 
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fighs, they muft of courfe hate each 
each other moft cordially. After all, 
there is fomething fo infinuating, fo 
agreeable in this Lady Lucy, that one 
cannot help being pleafcd with her, in 
Ijpite of one's reafon. 

*• Tell me what fhe is like — ^how (he 
*• looked — what flie faid —what (he 
" had on." 

She IS neither tall nor Ihort; neither fair 
nor brown; neither fat nor lean ^ (he is of a 
moderate height,of a pleafing fize, and of a 
clear complexion. Her hairis dark, part 
of it is icombed up, and part of it hangs 
carelcfsly over her forehead,giving an half 
archnefs, an half innocent, piAurefque 
air to her face, which is neither long nor 
round. She has an agreeable (hape, and 
g pair of fmiling eyes, under the fineft 

long 
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long eye-Iafhej5 1 evQr behejci : her lips 
are red and pouting, her teeth whitp, 
but irregular: her neck, bofom and 

hancjs,. are rernarkably white and deli- 

* 

caje. So much for her perfon. She 
wa$ dreffed in a white luftring night- 
gown ;. her linen was clear muflin, with 
a fine Bruffels point edging :. fhe had a 
pink petticoat, and pink ribbons : her 
cap was fmall, and par^cularly elegant, 
though rather too infantile for an un- 
drcfs : it became her. JiQwcvpr ; and .a 
woman of tafte ougbjt,,,only, to confult 
the htcoming ^h^^xx ^e looks in her glai^. 
This white qejpk W3s4ecendy,^nd, grace- 
fully covered, ^jnqt with a twifted tip- 
pet, like a fke?n pf thread, tuf wifh a 
fmall, ' well ni^de^ handkerc||ipf, whic^ 
diTcpvered afid concealed bq^upies. Sir 
y^°^9/fa» at the fti^etin).e^' bjm: jijep 
ha^e unaccountable >vay.s jOjF ,cxpkcffmg 

^6 thcni- 
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• • ' • , 

• themfetves : yet, to be fure, take her all 

* together, fhe is an agreeable figure, 
and has a manner, a fpirk in her 
converfation, which forces your' atten- 
tion, whether you will or not. She 
has, indifputably, enchanted her huf. 
band, to whofe perfon I'delpair 'of do- 
ing juftice. ' lio' fav'that he is'talt arid 
genteelly formed, is to iSy nothinjg ; and 
it ^ is impoflible'for hie ' to defcribe 
the eictreme grkcefufnefs ' of* his whole 

'appearkhcfeV his "exceflive eafe, ^rid the 

clegaricir^ df^;' 'every ptrtitular ^ movfe- 

•ment^^hi^^ fiaiif— Ms teetli-^his eyes— 

'there, is; no' ibokin^^f His 'feyes^fb" fenl- 

liaht are they'— thejf ^^fparkle when he 

is talking 'to aiiy indifferent people; 

'butthcteiidereft langCfortwims iri'tHep 

' when they Lre fixed \i|^btf ^.Slr' who Yee^^^^ 

to engage ^dil his" thdughtis/ ''i5[e i$'vcry 

polite indefed 'to every 1)ocly,^'%ut^hc is 

at- 
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attached^ it may be truly laid, to. her 
alone. In ihort, I was foon iGick of 
being, coniide^d only as the fecond 
figure in the.piecct I had never a great 
idea, of being the confidence of lovers, 
and 1 really could fee myfclf in no other 

light,^ as L#uly Lucy appeared to be 
the only woniaii ia the room. Her maa 
IS quite intojiicated with Ipve and joy, 
and my wife brother feemed to be as 
mych charmed as the doating huiband : 

he was. fo .remarkably ^duou3 about 
her, that ihe blufhed more than oqce. 
I, who never want fomething to (ay, 
exprefied my apprehenfions of her 
wanting amufensent during the winter 
inonths, or in their dull, ftupid village.— 
He replied, " No,. Madam, I^ady Lucy 
'* has a fund of entertainment within 
" herfelf ;. fhe is very mufical, and 
** draws in a ^ery fine tafte.~ — " Pray, 

** my 
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'* my dear»'' added he^ riling, and going 
up to her with a befeeching air in his 
charming eyes, " oblige Mrs. Stanley 
*• with a fight of your bracelet/'— She 
fmiled confent: he then took oflT her 
glove as .gently as if he was afr^d 
of hurting her, and unfaftened a ftrino; 
of p&arls, to which his pifhire hp6g, of 
her own paiqting. Jt was very prettily 
done ; but fuch a pair of eyes would 
almoil inipire the blind. She has kept 
up an the ipirit of the original, and 
made him even languilh on her with 
her ]()encil. 

Sir Geoi^ was, as he' is apt to Obe, 
In raptures, and fwore that it muft be 
tranfporting to^^ to her. I declare I 
thought I made a mighty filly jfigure, 
while the two men, entirely taken up 

with 
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with ber^ did not appear to know that 
I was in the room. 

When my brother could be pre- 
vailed on to part with his toy, Frank- 
land would not let Lady Lucy replace 
it on her arm herfelf. Sitting down by 
her, he was a long time fiddling about 
her ^ and prefled her arm fo warmly to 
his bofom, that I began to think he 
wifiied MS out ot the way. She read 
what I thought, I fancy, and blufhed 
fo amazingly, that her doating hulband 
let her hand go, and looked as if he 
was fearful of having diipleafed her by 
detaining it fo long. His eyes were 
then hardly oflF her a .moment. He 
afked her, repeatedly, if (he was well, 
and offered to bring another chair for 
her, imagining her feat was uneafy to 
her. She declined his offer in the moft 

. obliging 
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obliging manner. Sir George indfeed 
told me, when we came home, that the 
fweetncfs of her behaviour had made 
him wilh himfelf, a thoufand times, in 
the poffeffion of fuch a woman. In 
fhorti Lady Lucy has turned my bro- 
ther's head, and Frankland has turned 
mine.' As for fb'em^ they, at preftnt, 
are too much wrapped up in each other, 
to beftow 3 look on us. How they may 
feel before the winter is half over, I 
cannot tell : they may, by that time, 
begin to wiflj that they had fome tole- 
r^ble neighbouris, I am already almoft 
moped to death.' Sir George frequently 
throws himfelf acrofs a couple of chairs, 
and fighs out " Divine Lucy,'* a hun- 
dred times a day. To conclude : thefe 
difinterefted lovers, as they are called by 
people who know fome thing of their 
ftory, torment me exceedingly j and if 

I cannot 
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I cannot make them ferviceable to me 
in fome fhape or other, I fliall wifh they 
were farther from 

Your 



L E T T E R XI^IV. 
•Mf. FtLkuK.LAitD.toMr. Desborouoh. 

WE live here, like the firft pair in 
paradiie before the envy and jea- 
^loufy of the devil troubled their repoie ; 
, but how long we fliall be able, to pre- 
fiff vc our tranquillity : uninterrupted 13 
uncertain^ ' as we have already been vifitr 
ed by our neighbours who are great 
enemies 19 rural retirement: not that 

Sir 
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Sir George Caftwd and his fifter Mrs. 
Stanley ate by any means dilagreeable 
themfclves : the former is. a osaii of un^ 
derftanding and elegance, and the latter 
is a handfotne, lively young widow. 
There acquaintance, however, does not 
at all coincide with our plan. The 
quiet cofnrer&taon of the i^l&fk^r now and 
then, and the fober, civil chat of his 
wife, with a few How d*ces, given and 
returned by fome of the befl: fort of 
iaanemaad tiicit. famtiies^ a«iq\ieftio!ns 
about corn and cattle, at market, are 
cjuire' ' fcrfficfcnt for ws nifticks. People 
"of fialhiod and tafte artf, by no nie^s* 
proper companions for us ; tfiiy- ire, iri- 
*deed,'^the only ptople wt wotlld avdirf; 
'but r^fee it^5s impoiflU^le : ' the Gcritle- 
man khd the Lady are, both^^ Kfcefy^tb 
be exceedingly troublefome/ My. Lucy 
is the niagnfet which draws* thi Baronet v 

but 
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but what attra6):s his (Ifter I am at ^ lofs 
to imagine. However, they are perpe- 
tually coming after us ; and by fo doing 
very much interrupt, very much difturb 
us : it is really quite difagreeabk to my 
deareft girl, who is not in a fituation to 
bear fatigue. We have acqiuiinied them 
with our defign to live in the moft pri- 
vate manner^ but Sir George thinks 
ihat a parti quarr^e is nx>re el^ble for 
us than a tet€ i the % and as to %AtB, 
Stanley, Jbe cannot endure retirement at 
all. — We laugh, oi^rfekes, at <Wr urifa- 
ihionable tafte, and look grave at tho& 
who would rally us out of it 5 bw alfto 
no puFpofe : they will not Jet us enjoy 
ourfclves in our own way : we love 
walking ; when my dear. Lucy is weary, 
I take her up in my Italian chair, which 
0ne horfe will draw with fufficient velo- 
city J but as Sir George thinks no car- 
riage 
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riage fit to Hep into that does xu)t r&- 
quire two horfes, he is contipually call- 
ing in his phaeton, and endeavouring^ 
to pcrfuade my wife to let him carry hcff 
here and there •, yet he n«vcr can pre- 
vail on her to put herfelf under his carc^ 
He fends us fruity game, and nofegays 
which are uncommonly elegant for the 
feafon ; but we had rather not be un- 
der any obligations to him. My Lucy^ 
is, 1 thank heaven, thoroughly fatisfied 
with what it is in my power to ptx)cure 
for^hcjr: yirhile jli&i? . is pleafcd, /cannot; 
be unhappy \ though. I (hould be more 
.pleafcd were 1 not fo peftered with peo- 
jple who cgnnpt, at prefent, be fuitabk 
^OviJsi nor ^ill they indeed,. I believe, 
ever be fo, Mrs. Stanley is much too 
/tne a'Lady to pleafe me, and Sir George 
Jias too much of the man of faftiion about 

him to. charm my wife^ wJio prefers, her 

ruftic 
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mftic Charles to all the pretty fellows in 
the univerfe. It has ever been my opi- 
nion, that a man Hands a far greater 
chance of being plagued than pleafed 
by his neighbours J and therefore it is 
beft to have no connexion with them. 
— My Lucy wants my afliftance — I will 
conclude by and by. * 



In Continuation. 

It was not my wife to whom I was 
called : (he, it feems was jufl: gone to 
vifit a poor cottager^ at a little diftance, 
who lies in with twins, and to whom 
her purfe, as well as fympathifing heart, 
has been for fome time open. When I 
came into the parlour, I found Mrsi. 
Stanley, reclined on the fofa, in the 
moft inviting attitude you can imagine^ 

with 
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with her head fupportcd by her hand, and 
one foot dangling over the other ; both 
of which were (lightly covered with 
the prcttieft pair of flippers to be con- 
ceived. Her neck, really very white, 
and well turned, was half-concealed^ 
half-cxpofcd to my obfervation, by the 
negligent air with which the handker- 
chief dcfigned for it was thrown afide. 
Inftead of rifing at my entrance, as I 
naturally fuppofed fhc would, flie only 
juft lifted up her eyes with a languifliing 
fmilc, and faid, " Lord, Mr. Frankland, 
" I wanted to fee Lady Lucy — As the 
** horfes were not put to the chaife, I 
" attempted to walk : but, though it 
" is a little way, you cannot imagine 
^* how much I am tired : I am really 
" fcarce able to move : and all this fa- 
** tigue now is to no purpofe, as my 
J* Lady is not at home, I find.** 

4 Such 



The DlSINTBRBS^reD MARfelAOE; 7 ^ 

' such attitudes, fuch glances, and 
fuch an addrefs, required a fuitablc an-i 
fwer •, but I am become perfeftly dead to 
every thing 'in petticoats, my wife ex- 
€epted. T therefore told her that Lady 
Lucy was gone out for the afternoon, 
and had not the gallantry to. ddice her 
to ftay to keep- me company. She was 
indeed almoft neceilitated to . take her 
lea??, as I cfid not once fit down, though 
her eyes, and every part of her be- 
haviour, ftrongly invited me, but flood 
las if I wifhed her, 'impatiently, to re- 
treat. 

•Finding fhc could -make ;n(|thiug of 
me, liie rofe, at laft, yet rofe very fee- 
bly, as if Ihc was lame, ftretcbing om 
her hand, ^t the famp time, to cMch^* 
ibmcthing for her:fijpport :. yetiwy hand 

offered 
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offered not to give her the leaft aifift- 



cc 



ance. 

** Lol-d blefs me !" cried fhe, lettii^ 
herfelf fall again on the ibfa, ^' I do not 
** think it poflible for me to walk y and 
yet I .ffmji return — Will you be fo 
obliging. Sir," added (he, "with a 
look, and tone, which were, I dare fay, 
in ber opinion, irrefiftible, " will yoq be 
" fo obliging as to fee me fafe back ? 
*' I brought no fervant with me, and I 
" am really afraid I fhall not be able to 
" go by myfelf." 

Still I made n6 rcply^ I ftood in a 
pofture of taking leave, ready to re- 
turn to my grounds, where I expefted 
to meet my, Lucy, who went out at the 
garden doqn : i was quite miftaken^ 
however •, Ihe was determined to make 

me 
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ine.att€i>d her, whether I r would or not; 
for gettir^g .up a fc(;ood time, Ihe caught 
hpld^ of . me, andjifaid, ^^ I am lorry to 
" . be fo troublefome, Mr. Fraiikland ; 
" but indeed I cannot walk -ivithout 
" leaning on foniefcody;" 



•««^- 



Still I hung' back, telling her that it 

would be bettefr for' her to fend for her 

dhariot, though I dreaded the delay which' 

the fending for it would occafibri : but my 

fdieme was unfuccefsful: there was no 

fhaking her off: (he dung as clofe as if I 

hadfaved her from drowning: and I was, 

• if' ' >' 
at length, forced tb accompany her, 

merely to get rid of her. 

Th\^$-you. fee Jiowi exceedingly imper- 
tinent the pQlijteft people, the bpfl; neigh-, 
1^)1113, n>ay be. ; 

• Hurrying home, before Mrs. Stanley 

had fcarce fet her foot in her ^brother's 

Vol. II. ' 'E houfe. 
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I houfc, I met my destftft' girl* juft come 

I in, who infocmcd me, tbatftaAad bear 

I as much plagued 1^ Sir George, ^ Whcir 

1 aflced her where (he had been, fhe re- 
plied^ " *Tis no matter :'* -^ bur I 
thought fhe looked in a flutter, i was, 
confequently, very uncafy. If I thought 
that he has dared to be infolenc to her» 
I would let out every drop of blood ip 
his body 1 1 muft not,, however, her too 
precipitate, for faer dear fake, as b^r cx- 
- iftence depends on mine. , Y^t thefe c«n- 
founded genteel neighbours make me 
wifti them a thoufand leagues off. My 
dearcft angel has looked pale, I think, 
ever fince, I will have my doors fhuc 
againft this intruding fellow, and his 
dainty fiftcr. 1 do not Want ahy' com- 
pany except you, Harry, and Mift 
Swymmcr. You and they will be moft 
welcome to . 

Your fincere C. 'P, 

LET- 
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LETTER XLV. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 

I SHOULD be the happieft creature 
in the world, were there no imper- 
tinent people in it. 

We have a Sir George Cafwell and 
his filter come down here to bis bouie, 
which is not far from ours : wouid ic 
was an hundred miles off. Their ac* 
qiiaintance is by no means defirable, 
quite otherwiie indeed. They are, at 
firfl: fight, agreeabk enough ; but we 
muft not, we cannot judge by appear- 
ances : they are extremely deceitful— 
yet, had we never been deceived, Frank- 
land and I fhould have contracted inti^ 
macies with the greateft circumfpedion. 

E 2 There 
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There are fome people indeed who will 
not be kept at a diftance j Sir George is 
a man of this caft. I fhould not, how- 
ever, mind his encroachments, were I not 
afraid that my dear Charles fhould be 
drawn into a quarrel on my account. 
When I think of tbat^ I adtually trem- 
ble, and about fo foolifli an affair too. 
Having been to give a little advice, and 
a little money, to a poor tenant, who 
rents a cottage at the back of our 
ground, I met, on my return home. Sir 
George. He told me he had been wait- 
ing for my coming out, from the time 
he faw me go in. . I replied^ that he had 
given himfelf a great . deal of un- 
neceffary trouble-, adding, that I did 
not-i;:now he could have any bufinefs 
with «^.— " The fanie bufinefs," an- 
fwered he, " which all who fee you 
** .have*— to admire you." Then, throw- 

4 ing 
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iog his arm round me, he began to 

take fome very unbecoming freedoms. 

1 broke from him immediately, and was 

hurrying home as faft as poffible : he 

feized my hand, and putting it under 

his arm, fqueezed it ck)fely ; declaring, 

at the fame time, that, he would take 

care of me, and carry me in his arms, 

rather than fufFer me to walk: too far.--^ 

Provoked at this exceflive familiarity, I 

pulled my hand away with Miolence^ and 

.tojd^bim J di^l not underJBtand fuchlbeha- 

' vio\ir: butiljis fworelfhouid not Icavte 

.him in . anger, runing int^ a converfa- 

tion not ap all fit fpr my hearing 5 a con- 

- verfation which would have been highly 

difagreeable to me, had not my heart 

. been immoveable fixed. I was now 

quite angry with hirp : I ftrugglcd, 'and, 

at length, difengaged myfclf from. him 5 

but he,^ fomehow, contrived to kifs me 

E 3 before 
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before I could entirely Ihake him off. 
His laft impertinence roufed my indig- 
n^ion to fuch a degree^ that I kardly 
knicw what I faid to him. I only know 
I came home fo very much difconcerted, 
that my dear Frankland was quite a- 
larmed at my appearances he has 
been anxious about me ever (ince : he is, 
indeed, the kindeft, beft of men: I 
always thought I ihould be happy with 
him, but never could have conceived 
the .felicity wjiich I enjoy. I have en- 
tirely brought Mrs. Selby to approve of 
my marriage, thpugh (he was at iirft ex* 
tremely averfe to ft. She informs me 
that my coufin Harry Menel is perfedly 
recovered, and that he is going to be 
married to a Lady who has been Ibme 
time at Montpelier with her father, 
whom ihc accompanied for the reftora- 

lion of his healths I ftncerely wilh that 
/ , he 
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he may be as happily married ^as I am. I 
iuppofe I ihaU fyon give yau jay alfo, as 
(^rd AftiliK)yrae has kfc England a con^ 
fiderabk time. This puts me in mind 
of my not having answered yours with 
my ufual expedition; but I have not 
now fo much leifure as I had before 1 
changed my naiiie : my hours are all de* 
voted to my Frankland. ^efides, I am 
become very diligent and adlive with my 
needle : t am preparing for the reception 
of a little ftranger, who is expend to 
make his appearance ere long. Indeed^ 
my dear Bdl, I am become the ve^y wo- 
man you deicribed, a downright domeftic 
animal •, and 1 glory in my domcftica- 
tion with fuch a man as Frankland, 
whofe tendcrnefles and att;entions render 
me the happieft of wives. I even fancy 
too (hat the uncommon ibare of health 
which I enjoy,, arifes from my conjugal 

E 4. hap- 
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J happinefs : uncommon, and particu- 
larly fo at a time when manjf women 
are very much indifpofed, alafined, and 
difquieted. You will wonder perhaps 
that I, who have been brought up fo 
totally ignorant of every thing relating 
to tbefeyiluationsyfhould have any know- 
ledge) of the motherly kind, ^o tell 
you the truth, Mr^. Bowen, the ReftoPs 
wife, who feems to be the beft fort of 
woman in the world, is infinitely fervice- 

able to nae^ith i&frfcnov^ledger She-has" 

... f . 

laugm me h&w to cut out and- make 
every thing -neceflary for *the approach- 
ing occafion, which employs me very 
agreeably. While I am fo employed; 
Mr. Frankland reads' to me, plays to 
me, or fings to me: fometimes too he 
makes' fketehes of me, •'in the various 
attitudes in which he finds me, when 
he returns, from Iboking after his men 
' . ' ^ ^ . in 
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* in their different occupations about His 
grounds, which are all well manured, 
and have been fowed with whatever is 
moft likely to turn to account: fo that 
if the weather proves favourable, wc 
fhall be rich in 0ur way. But I begin 
to talk fo perfcdlly like a farmer's wife, 
you will be quite tired of my ruftic Com- 
munications. — Believe me, however, 
with all my rufticity. 

Your ever afFedionate 

Lucy Frankland, 

LETTER XLVL : 

Sir George Caswell, to William 
Brander, Efquire. 



I 



Have told yoU' what a charming dear 
creature is come to live near me : 

E 5 the 
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ihc iniA:hief if, &e is married : Were 
flic liikcfome aiarried womea indeed^ mf 
4eAgns oa her would be £Drwarded ex- 
ceedingly. Qjute di&rent from ohnoSt 
her whole £b^ &e is (b ftras^ly at- 
itached to her hu(baiid« that there is no 
making any thing of her. He is a 
Jiandfome young feilow^ it xaoSt be al- 
Jk>wed i but one w>auld imagine that (be 
might look upon famcbodf ^fe npw 
and jthcn— To be always with the fame 
man — What an unaccountable attach- 
ment, in a woman of quality too ! — She 
is abA}l£itely intoiucated. Yet with ^ 
this fondnefs for her huiband, this paf- 
fion for a particular man, flie is.die mofl: 
lively and agreeable creature in the uni- 
verfe, and has a pair of fpirited, laugh- 
ing eyes, which would invite the dullefl 
^ ail 4uU mortals to admire tbem^ to 

love 



,love cbem. But while tfaiis favourite is 
in the way, who fcarce ever leaves her, 
there is no jgetting at her. I have fee 
Mrs. Stanley upon him : (he has, you 
know, the moA infinuating manners, 
and not the lead averfion to handfbme 
feiiows : he is, however,, io infenliblc to 
all her powers of pleating, that (he is 
monftrvujfy provoke^ with hhn. Nothing 
can^- certainly, be i^re mortifying to a 
fine woman, than to fee herfelf ncgleft- 
cd, elpecially for another whom fhe may 
think not fo beautiful as herfelf, and who, 
pofiibly, may not really be fo.-^As to 
Lady Lucy, I fiiail never enjoy a /l/^- 
i^tite with her till ichis hufband is j?emov- 
6d. -*- Something, therefore, muft b6 
done. Cannot you help me out upon this 
Occafion ? I have alKiled you be&r« 
now. TJikik a iittiq*-^! am defperately 
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enamoured, and muft a£tually have hei-^ 
or be no longer 

Your &c. 
-George Caswell. 
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LETTER XLVII. 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborough. 



J • . 



I Am .quite \inhappy about my 1-ucy : 
flie has been very much diforder- 
ed : the good women fay that fhe has 
been .frigTited., ;Shic -^ibfclufely denies 
aoy foch thing;.! rbuti'J obferVe that 
0)e appears: cxttemeiy •fiuttei'ed . at 
titftos. To the increafe of my SLhxkty^ 
I Jiave received a letter from a very grcac 
maG who Umlt ^t prcfcnt, be. Jiamek% 
with the offer of a JEbcmtive appointment 

at 
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at Dmdnhu. ' This offer has puzzkd 

me exceedingly.. Situated as I*" am, 

* married to a fine young woman of qua- 

•lity, vfho- has been accuftomed to live 

in the moft elegant ftyle, who has giyen 

' up a veryi large fortune ' entirely fpr «jy 

fake ; and who, with the mold unconv 

mon condefcenfion, fubmits to a mode 

jof life, fo diametrically pppofite to that 

in which • fhe had beef) bred, aad whic|^ 

fixe X has a right to expedt — who is alfg 

very near bringing me d child who caj^ 

only inherit the little fortune I am maftef 

of after the dcceafe of its amiable mo« 

•• • . • . 

tber, wlw f^ufi^ ,who Jhall have a fettle^ 
Qient, though my other . children —j» 
ihould I have any. more — m^y be beg* 
gared by it — ^Thus circumftanced, I 
fay, can I, without doing the ^eateft 
injuftice imaginable tp this charming 
woman. and to her children,, rcfufe an 

offer 
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aSa whkik mzf prmc advOTtBgeeus to 
diem ? But dien I camioc tbiak of fe- 
paratiag ny&tf ftom ttiy deaneft Lucy, 
nor can I ckink 433^ tadcmg tier wk^ rsC'^ 
The atoematrve u cqudiy dilagreearbie. 
{ even do not know tow to brcA diis 
iMifine^ CO her juft now, for fear df 
alarm JAg her too much ^ and yet, as k 
trraft be done, the feoaer the better. I 
tmght HOC to hefitaite a fingle momem 
about the acceptance of i| place that m7)% 
that undoubtedly wilt enable me to make 
an ample provilion for my Lucy and her 
children. It is a duty ! owe them ; and 
however dffagreeable it may be to me 
to accept ^f the offered poft, whatever 
inconveniences I may put nfiyfelf to in 
the difcharge of it> I ought not to de- 
cline iL Yet my fears on my deareft 
creature's account prevent my taking 
iny irefoiution*— In a ihorttimey how*. 

ever. 
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ever, diere m^ be fomething dei<r« 
mined, one way jor the other, by 

• Your fincere 

C. K 



LETTER XLVIII. 
"LaSy X. V c y t» Lad/ Bz l i. 

« 

IHa^ been wry much out of order^ 
my dear Bell^ or you would hav^ 
heard of me before 5 and my jnind ha$ 
been ftill more ind^i^ied than my bqdy,^ 
I have been yery xniierabl^ uvUefdi 
Some officious peribn, fancying th^t w« 
cannot be happy becaufe we iarc oot 
rich, has taken it into his .head to offie^ 
my Charles a plac^ \ but it is fucjn afhc(k 
that the accepytance of j^ wiU ^r^ n^ 
" wretched. 
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wretched. He is prefied to po to the 
Weft Indies, and without me too. Can 
I hear of fuch a^ feparation ? can I hear 
of ic without being diftrafted ? Certainly 
not : I had rather live in the moft frugal 
manner, I had rather be deprived not 
t)nly of the pleafures of life, but of many 
of the conveniences, which we at pre- 
fcnt enjoy — and may continue to enjoy 
with oeconomy — than be feparated from 
my Charles. To what purpofe ihould 
I wifti to change my fituation ? I de- 
clare I cannot confent to it. I would 
rather die than be feparated from my 
Frankland, or fee him on my account—* 
for he had a genteel fufficiciicy when I 
married him— driven from his native 
land i from his own fmall, yet well cul- 
tivated, paternal eftate, to a clime which 
i^ufty undoubtedly, be very difagree- 
able to him— and ycry pernicious too— 

not 
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not to mention the'ftate of odious de- 
pend arice* in which he mwft neceflarily 
live. 1 fliudder at the thoughts of it, 
and have, by the carneftnefs of my in- 
treaties, prevailed on him to refufe an 
offer wKich, but for-;wy fake, for the 
Take of^ f-endmngf wiyfituation more af- 
.*fluent, he never wdtild' have thought of 
accepting. • H? is the kindeft, the moft 
indulgent* of' men, and, till this talk of 
a feparation, never has occafioncd mc a 
mtto*ht-s ibifeSfiricfe. ' 






; I ha've bfeeh 'a good deal pfcrfecutcd 
by this impertinent' Sir George : and *I 
fuffcr the more -from his impertinence, 
as I Am obliged to conceal it from my 
I^ranklaAd,' left he fhould^-*as I am^c^i^ 
tain he wobld— K:orre6t him. He hard- 
ly lets mc have a minute?s reft : he fbU 
k)ws mc cvcrylwhercj he pefters mc 
J . with 



go The Disikteiiestid MAK%tACt. 

with prefents -, kc is continua^y fending 
me notes and compliments, of wiiich I 
uke not any notice : and yet he will noi 
defift. From this quarter, I imagine, 
the ofier of the pJau cormes % as he thinks 
that I cannot ventinre upon fuch a voy-- 
age, and that Mr. Fraaklaad muft leave 
England as . ibon as he accept$ of his 
Well Indian appointment, I hoptj 
however, that he n^ ver vnl^ on any ac- 
count Itften 10 it. Y^t I cannot help 
being apprehenfive that i^ miftaken teur 
dernefs for me may prompt him to take 
y, &qp &)r the, fufp^ei^ incfeair. of mj 
yhappineist which will itnder us hoA 
very miierabde^ I iiavie betn quite neg^ 
Jigeu of aP mj ^x>rr^ondents } I canr 
JUK, tharefbiTi be furpirifed at not hear^ 
Jug ifof freqwfttlj? ft ooft Mifs Pkftow. 
JPr(qwi>t)y« submit dp I imagine chat 
ibr bean nhe abfeoioe vi JUof d jAihbourne 

but 
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but indifFerently. She ought not to 
think of him any more than of an- en- 
tire ftrangcr.— The beft, the moft likely 
way to forget him, would be to think 
more favourably of fome other man : 
thaty however, is probably as difficult 
4 talk for Louifa» as it would be for 

Your 
Lucy Frankland. 




LETTER XUX. 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. ]>bsiorouoh. 

MY Lucy is an angelic creature : 
Ihe has not only exprefled the 
tendered &ars at the thoughts of part- 

. ing 
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ing with me, but has difcovered an af- 
fection fo truly difinterefted for me, that^ 
my paflion for her is raifed almoft to 
adoration. She has alfo fet the mean- 
nefs of quitting the cultivation of my 
*own lands (an employment, (he fays, 
moft worthy of an Englilh gentleman's 
attention), in fo ftriking a light, that I 
aftually feel myfelf afliamed of having 
thought of accepting a place that muft 
'not only have rendercd'me miferable, but 
defpicable too ; as my fituation would 
[fipt . oflly . have been fervilc, but info- 
mous. The bufincfs dcfigned for me 
was to coUcft duties, which are ever 
paid with relu^ance, becaufe they diftrefs 
.the. indigent, and grind the indullrious. 
In (hort, my deareft Lucy compared 
the folly, cruelty, and wretched nefs of 
the life I was going to enter into, with 
the eafe, happinefs, and independance 

of 



T. • 
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of the life I enjoyed, in fo ftriking a . 
manner, that I wa$ convinded in a mo* 
ment. — " You are not only happier," 
continued Ihe to me, " by living, upon 
your own eftate, and improving it, 
but you may alfo do an infinite deal 
of good. How many poor families 
do you now affift, by employing the 
** people who eonipofe them ; and how- 
** many more would be in a fair way to 
" be fed and cloathed^ were the land 
every where cultivated, and were the 
growth of eyery thing neceflary for 
the fupport of our fpecies encou- 
^' raged!" - 

I fat and liftened, with wonder ^nd 
admiration, to the amiable creature's elo- 
quence and knowledge, and cxpreflcd 
the fatisfadion . I felt by the warmcft 
endearments, by the moft grateful ac- 
knowledgements 
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knowledgements to her, for having 
pointed out to mc the onljr way to make 
myfelf both nfcful and happy. To in- 
creafe my fatisfaftion, flie tcHs me, that 
flie has not z fingle wifli ungratified, 
while I am near her, and while I am 
contented with my fituation. Can I be 
unhappy when this excellent woman, 
with an ingenuity and induftry which 
would do honour to the wife of a me- 
chanic, fits and prepares, with her own 
hand, every thing neceflary for the ap- 
proaching hour of trial ? — May it prove 
an hour of felicity to us both I — Does 
not this dear woman therefore, who has 
defcended from the fphere in which her 
rank had placed her, to move in a much 
inferior one ; who chcarfuUy ftudies to 
be frugal: in every fhape; to be the 
flriftcft ceconomift, for tny fake — de- 
ferve the higheft encomiums ? — Would 

to 
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t» heaven it was in 1117 power to reward 
her noble; difintereflied love with a for- 
tune, which mig^ht make amends for 
all her labours — for labours they may 
be called — on wy account needlefs ! Yet 
I fometimcs think it would be almoft 
a pity to deprive the world of 'fo exem- 
plary a character. Blufli ye degenerate, 
modern wives, and learn from my all- 
accompliOied Lucy, how ye ought to 
condudt yourfelves; how ye ought to 
behave, that thofe who chufe ye for their 
future companions, may not be difap- 
pointed- Let my Lucy's bright exam- 
ple £hew the world what women /kptdd 
be ; let it cure her own fex of the innu- 
merable follies which deter the men from 
venturing on* them ; and let thofe men, 
who fneer at domcftic joys, know, that 
they are the greatcft, the moft durable 
ones, when fhared with a female com- 
panion 
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panion who is npt afhamed of thinking 
a!nd afting like the wife of 



« • 



Your uncommonly happy 

Charles Frankland. 

"letter l. 

% 

From the fame to the fame. 

• . - ■ < * • 

TH E refufal of one offer has been 
fuccceded by another. My ob- 
jeftions to going abroad were admitted, 
and I fat down more fatisfied than ever 
with my fituation at home. — While I 
was enjoying that fituation, a lucrative 
place was propofed to me in an office 
near the court, and of courfe iii the 

midft 
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midft of the pleafurcs of the town. I 
was told that my wife might Ihare tbofe 
pleafurcs with me 5 and the perfon who 
told me fo added, that he fuppofe d 
(it was indeed a very rational fuppofi- 
tion) 1 Ihould be doubly induced to ac- 
cept of it, in confequence of fuch a 
confideratian. I really thought this a 
very eligible propofal, and that I could 
not, without doing injuftice to my Lu- 
cy, decline it ; but when I mentioned it 
to her J (he ftarted nearly the fame ob- 
jeftiorts which Ihe had difcovered to the 
former one; telling me again, that my 
abfence from my farm would ncceflarily 
prevent me from attending to the culti* 
vation of my land, which would turn to 
more account, (he faid, than any other 
employment. " But fuppofing your 
, *' place ihould be an advantageous onc^' * 
continued (he, " you will certainly lofe 
Vol- II. F « that 
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<^ that noble independance which (eti 
«^ y.ou far above any titled Have in the 
•' kingdom." 

• • • 

What fpirk ! What fcntimcnts ! I 
could not fufficiently admire them.— 
Catching her to my bofom with rapture, 
I told her fhe was a little heroine. 

*' Still however, my Lucy/' replied 
I, " let me do Jomcthing for you and 
•* yours* — I may accept of thisvplace, 
^^ and hold it as long as I like it : there 
may not be thofe difagreeable appen- 
dixes to it of which you are appre- 
henfive. — At leaft, I may give it up, 
** whenever I meet with any thing I 
*' do not approve of." 



4C 
44 

4« 



4i 



No," anfwered (he, "if you once 
^ccpt of the place, you will never 

" give 



CC 
€€ 
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" give it up : you may be turned otii^ 
^ but you wiU never refign. there is a 
" ftrong dcfire in moft peopte induera^ 
" tive employments to improve their 
♦* circumftances, yet that dcfire ofttli 
throws them into embarrafiing fitua- 
tions^ aiid puts them upon doing 
things which only ferve to m^e them 
^* load themfelves with reproaches. In 
** (hort, my dear Charles^ it is always 
*' fafcft to beoutofthereachof tempta* 
^' tion, as thofe* who have the ftrongeft 
^^ heads, and the beft hearts, are not at 
^^ all times able to avoid the {hares* laid 
" for them/* ^ :0> 

What a head, what a heart has tbet amf- 
able creature ! She ads quite agreeably to 
the fentiments fhe utters. She fits in the 
plaineft, in the neateft dreis in the world 
herfelf, yrhile flie prepares every Jtking 

Fa ^l^^ 
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proper for the infant fhe bears, and 
wbofe nurfe (hi fully intends to, be.— 
jQh ! for a heart, for a fortune to de- 
ferve fuch a woman ! Whatxnan would 
not many, were he but fure of meeting 
with fuch an angel as mine? — After 
all, however, I cannot think to whom I 
am obliged for thefc fine o&rs. I have 
no friends in the miniftry j that is, I do 
not know I have — ^I never aacmpted to 
make intercftfor what I never defigned 
to accept. Strange myfteries to me 
thefc proceedings I — But I have deter- 
mined to have nothing to do with the 
offered appointment y it is quite imma* 
tcrial to me from what quarter it comes : 
7et I fancy that Lucy can guefs, though 
Jhe will not tell me. — ^Whenever I dif- 
cover any curiofity about it, (he replies, 
^^— "*Tis better not to make enquiries : 
** fay fearching into fome things, we very 

▲ ^' much 
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" much mifemploy our time. While 
" we are happy in our retreat, nothing 
<* can hurt us,'* 

1 always fubfcribc to fuch fcntimcnts 
as thefe : but t fhould like to know the 
concealed friend to 

Your 

C. Frankland. 
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Mrs. SrANtEY to Mrs. Forbes, 

« 

WH A T a couple of ftupid crea- 
tures are Lady Lucy and her 
man ! There is no making the leaft im-^ 

F 3 prcffion 
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prefiion upon them. I never yet met 
with a man tptally infenfible to a fine 
woman's advances, though he had a 
handfome miftrefs or wife of his own. 
Moft men like a little change. Variety 
is the very foul of plcafurc : but this 
Frankland is fo entirely attached to his 
wife, who is fit only to go tame about 
the houfe, and breed, that there is no 
drawing him from her. I have gone as 
far as I well could, without abfolutely 
expofing myfelf : he is infenfible to me ; 
yet he by no means wants either undcr- 
ftanding or penetration, and I do not 
care to be an objeft of contempt and ri- 
dicule to a man who, in fpite of his 
negledjt, commands efteem and relpedt 
from every Woman. Such a man cannot 
be impofcd upon : he fees through all 
t)ur arts, and reads our very fouls. Such 
a man may fometimes be lured, but 

ntvct 
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nev^F cin be driven to any thing. This 
Frarlkljind— ^What a provoking devil ! -^ 
is capable of refilling every temptation; 
My brother, who is in love with Lady 
Lucy to madnefs, I think, made ufe of 
all his intereft to procure a place for 
her hufband in the Weft Indies, on pur- 
pofe to fend him out of the way, in 
order to fee what efFedt his abfence 
would have on her; but he, at once> 
refufed an employment which would 
have fent him to ' a diftance from hen 
He w6uld not hear of it. Sir George 
then thought that a place which would 
keep him from his I^ucy feveral hours 
in the day, would be better than no 
employment •, and,' with great difficulty, 
■procured a. promife' of thd firft vacancy 
m ' the Treafiiry. TWs ftupid man, 
however, dead to ambition, ks to every 
other pleafurable paffibn, has pofitively 

F 4, declined 
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declined it. He will not accept of either 
of the appointments promifed ^ there 
is, confequently, no hope of making 
any thing of him : I i]hall not, there- 
fore, condcfcend to trouble myfelf any 
farther about him.— Sir George, I be- 
lieve, will not give up Lady Lucy fo 
eafily : he actually raves about her, and 
declares, he never beheld a woman fo 
exquifitely pleafuig. I cannot, certainly, 
• be of his opinion 5 but men*are llrange 
judges of beauty. However, he will 
not find himfelf fuccefsful with her. He 
may fancy himfelf as . handfome as 
Frankland, but he is vaftfy miftaken ; 
they are not to be mentioned at the fame 
time; it would be the idleft thing in 
the world to nudce a companion be- 
tween them. 1 think, indeed, that Sir 
George had better give himfelf no far- 
ther trouble about a woman whofe ideas 

are 



\ 
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are fo confined, and who has degraded* 
Herfelf beyond cxprcflion, by fitting- 
down in fuch a mean, contemptible 
llyle of life. What a depraved tafte' 
muft flie have ! and yet when I think of 
her charming fellow, I am half ready to' 
excufe her ; furely fuch a perfon, and fuch 
a carriage, are fufficient apologies for 
Ker conduft : had I not thought fo, V 
Ihould not have gone fdch lengths. He 
cannot be ignorant of his uncommon 
attraftions — he muji know that thofc at- 
traftions command attention, excite ad* 
miration, and in^ire love :. thofc at- 
traftions will, I hope, plead in my fa- 
vour, and' make him fhew fomc confi- 
deration for niie, if T aft ever fo ab- 
furdly under the influence of them. Our 
ears are ever open- to flattery; we find 
it always irrefiftible. The fiflenr, buff 
fincerc compliments we pay people when 

^5 w« 
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we render purfelvcs ridiculous on their 
account, are fuch undeniable proofs of 
their powers of pleafmg^ that they can- 
Dot but receive the higheft fatisfadion 
from them* I hope^ therefore, I have 
nothing to apprehend from Frankland. 
His good nature, good ienfe, accompar 
Died with that felf-lovc which is inherent 
in IK aIJ> wiD fave me from the cenfures 
he might othcrwife kveJ at me. — As ta 
his wife — for I fuppofe he, tells ier every 
tKing—Jbe has,, perhaps^ vanity enough 
to be pleafed to find her huiband infen^ 
(ble to much .handibmer women than 
j^erfelf. Her vanity upoa this occafioa 
niay make her impertinent-, 1 fhall,. 
therefore, get out of her way„ and go^ 
to London — The variety of amufements 
there may help to put this fine &llow 
!f ut of the head of 

Your C^ Stanley^ 
LET- 
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LETT E R LII. 
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X^^dy Bel^, to Lady Lucy.. 

I Have not wrote to you for a Ibng^ 
time, becaufcL I waited to fee how- 
Lord Aflibourne would condud him* 
Iclf i as I think, it very unfair to form 
hafty — confequently, raihr— judgments of* 
people : but really the popr man looks; 
fb ready to hang himfelf, that I pity him. 
exceedingly v and pity being nearly al- 
lied to love^ I begin to doubt whether E 
do not feel more tendernefs for him tham 
eyer.. This perplexes us both :: for he: 
does not know what to make of me.. 
When he firil came hei«, he was^, I fup- 
pofe,, in hopes that I fhould be ' hurt by/ 
his long abfence,, take hufF,. qjaarreL 
with him, and fend him back, again^ 

F 6. ' Qdj 
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On the contrary, I received him with all 
the ihildnefs and good nature imagin- 
able. I did not fay a fingle word 
againft his long abfence : - I tmiled, 
and fpoke fo civilly to him, that he 
feemed at a lofs to difcover what I meant 
He bowed, and fighcd ; opened his 
mouth to fpeak, and fhut it imme- 
diately without fpeaking. It was not 
•wy bufinefs, you know, to a(k queftions ; 
by fo doing I fhould have difcovercd a 
weaknefs of which,- I hope, I never 
(hall be guilty. In this manner we went 
on for fever al days •, he vifited me regu- 
larly, attended me to the opera, comedie^ 
&c.— wherever I chofe to go indeed— 
almoft mechanically : yet he feldom, ia 
all this time, fpcke but when he could 
not avoid it. A forced fmile, a polite 
offer of his hand — thofe. were the only 
Bgns of his exiftence which I could dif- 
cover; 
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cover-, and if 1 had not fomctimcs' 
touched his hand, in extricating myfelf 
out of difi^culties, I might really have 
concluded him to be nothing ex* 
cept a mere phantom. However, zsfpi- 
rits converfc fometimcs (you know) I 
began to. think he might entertain me^ 
at lead, by telling me what I wanted to 
hear, if he could fay nothing more a- 
grecable. 

One morning, when we were in a 
yawning tete a tete^ I faid to him— 
" Your Lordfliip has been returned 
*' above ten days, 1 believe, without 
" mentioning a word about Mifs Pla- 
« ftow." 

He ftarted — repeated the much-loved 
name — fighed ; and was filent. 



<( 



Is 
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\ 

. ** Is flic a pretty womsm^ my Lord ?" 
added I» briflcly- 

" PreStyj Madam^ is too incxprdfivc 
*• a word for fuch a face, for fuch a 
•* form as hers,'* replied he with eager- 
nefs : *^ ihe is as handfome as any wo- 
*• man need to be j yet her beauty is 
" the fmalleft part of her charms : ihe 
** is more than a teauty j flie is the moft- 
" agreeable creature in the world/' 

" Umph — *^ anfwered I, with a fpitc^ 
fol air i '* furely IJie muft have a vaflt 
^ many lovers^ if Ihe is fb pleafing." 

He ftarted again i looked earneftly at 
Hie ; then fetched a deep figh^ and faid,. 
yi a low voice, " She has a lover ioi 
** every man who fees her," 



a 



This. 
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*• That is pretty freely confcfling,*' 
thought I, *^ that you are one of the 
" number : but I will not fcem lo fee 
•* any thing till I am told of k." — I^ 
therefore, dropped the fabjcft. — ^We nov^r 
go on juft in the dd way.. Will he feal 
up his lips for ever ? I aftually fancy he 
will — yet bis Clcnce will dp him na 
good, if it does him no harm r he can- 
not forward his connection with me, if 
he never talks about it, for I ihall, cer- 
tainly, never aik him to marry me : it 
muft come entirely from himicl^ if it 
comes at all. — Pray tell me, if you can^ 
how Mifs Plaftow bears his departure 
from her;- tell me alfo if they corrc;^ 
ii)ond„ as I choofe not to be thougbtr 
inquifitive by him about any thing. 

I pafs my time tolerably here ; but 
if Lord Aflibburne, who is, potwithT 

ftandingv 
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ftanding his attachment to Mifs Plaftow, 
my conftant attendant, was a Iktle more 
communicative and chcarful, I Ihould 
be much ntorcamufed. — But he is think- 
ing of his Louifa. — Why does he not 
tell me fo then ?/ Will he not be guilty 
of the greateft folly — I was going to fay, 
villany — by attempting to marry one wo- 
man, when his head and' heart are full 
oi another? And would he not dome, 
as well as Mifs Plaftow, the greateft in- 
juftice, by uniting himfelf to me^ while 
he is extremely in love with her ? Per- 
haps, indeed, he may have no thoughts 
of me for a wife— What bufinefs has he 
here then ? Why is he always pinned 
to my fide ? Why docs he not freely 
communicate the refiilt of his voyage to 
England ? While he is filent, / fhall 
remain fo. I have not once encouraged 
him, fince his return, to believe I am 

tenderly 
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tenderly attached to him, or to imagine 
that I will accept of his hand : neither 
have I declined the acceptance of it. 
It is his place to zfk for mine, if he can 
take fuch a ftep without revolting againft 
his confcience : but, indeed, moft mea 
have pretty ftretching confciences. I 
am glad you have not found them fo : 
.Mr. Frankland feems to be the right 
fort of man to marry ; and as you have 
not yet had any reafon to repent of your 
condefcenfion, I hope you never will. 
I begin to think your plan not quite fo 
romantic ^ and were I to meet with a 
fMB as much to ny mind as Mr. Frank? 
land is to yours, I may, poffibly, take 
him i but till then — Lord Afhbourne, 
as he choofes to dangle, may as well 
keep his place. Till he is more expli- 
cit, I have nothing more to do than to 
behave to him in my ufual manner, with 

which 
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which neither he nor Mifs Plaftow* 
nor any body, can find fault. If there 
are people impertinent enough to blame 
my behaviour, I fhall not trouble my 
head about them : I fhould be glad, 
however, to know what my friends and 
acquaintance in London fay of me. If 
you are not entirely rufticated yourfelf, 
you will hear their fentiments con- 
cerning me } and when you have heard 
ihem, you may very fafely communicate 
them to ^ 

I 

your affcdipnatc 

• « 

A. Wallacb» 



LET- 



The Disinterested Marriage." 115 

LETTER LIII. 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborough* 

MY dcareft Lucy is, at laft, I thank 
heaven, delivered from her ap- 
prehenfions, and I from my anxieties on 
ber account. She is brought to bed of 
a very fine boy, and is in uncommon 
health and fpirits, confidering her fitua^* 
tion. I want words to exprefs the plea^ 
fore I feel upon this happy occafion ; 
the pleafure which I feel to fee my dear 
, creature take upon her the employment 
pf a mother. How very few in her fla- 
tion of life choofe to trouble themfclves 
with the care of their offspring ! My 
Lucy, though highly born, and ten- 
derly bred, with all the dignity becom- 
ing her birth, and with all the delicacy 
attending her education, difcove rs a fa- 

tisfadtion,^ 
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tisfaftion, an alacrity in nurfing her fon, 
which fufficiently (hews the propriety of 
her fentiments. She is, certainly, not 
only the moft charmmg of women, but 
the beft of whres, and will be a pattern 
for mothers. Few women, bleft with 
the mod affluent fortunes, and married 
even beyond their expeAations, are con- 
tented with their fituations ; they are 
ftill aiming to eclipfe fome friend or ac- 
quaintance, ia dccf^,. equipage, or en* 
tert^ments. My Lucy, on? t^e other 
hand,, though married* fo infinitely be^ 
neath her meriD— for I can never think 
Hiyfelf dcfcrving of her — is fatisfied with 
every thing,, and appears the happieft of 
women — May it be ever in wy power to 
make her fo ! 

I am pardculariy glad-to fiiid that Mrs. 
Bowen^ the reftor's-wife, proves fo agree- 
able 
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able to lien A gpod-natured, ienfible 
peiibn of her own fez is abfolutely ne- 
cefiary for her, and ihould be often with 
her at this interefting time, as (he has 
no female relation or friend near hen 
Our friends, indeed, both male and fe- 
male, when they found that we were 
not likely to increafe our fortunes by our 
marriage, and that we Ihould not keep 
open houfe for them, deferted us all at 
once, and I can truly fay that we have 
loft all our acquaintance, except your- 
felf. My wife, indeed, correfponds 
with Lady Bell Wallace, and Mifs Pla- 
ftow ; but I much queftion whether the 
former, on her return to England, will 
condefcend to look upon us. As to our 
new acquainunce, we do not wilh to 
have any connexions of confequence 
with theni, were they ever fo willing. 

Mrs. 
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I 

I Mrs. Stanley has removed hcrfelf to 

London ; a place (he is more fitted to 
enjoy than the tranquillity of a country 
village. Sir George is here, backwards 
and forwards : he would have been very 
intimate i but foon faw that an inti- 
macy would be, by no means, agree- 
able. My Lucy and I, both, difcou- 
raged hinl as much as poffible. — He 
fecms, however, ftrongly inclined, riot- 
withflanding all the difcouragements he 
has received, to be troublefome. He 
has put one of the prettieft girls you 
ever faw to board with our worthy rec- 
tor : Sir George is her guardian, and 
fays, he believes (he will be fafcr with 
bim than even with Mrs, Stanley in 
London.— She comes frequently here 
with Mrs. Bo wen, and has helped my 
dear induftrious Lucy to make fome of 
her baby-cloaths* There is a naivete' 
2 about 
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about her which is extremely pleafing. 
She ha» taken a great fancy to my wife 
and me ; and tells tne^ while (he looks 
up in 'my face with the moft winning 
fimplicity, that (he loves me like a bro- 
ther. With that kind of affcftion alone 
from her I (hall be contented, as t 
have no room in my* heart f6r any wd- 
man but my Lucy. ' It wouM be, in- 
deed, criminal m me M:6 thihk'*f any 
other.— No-^I can only think of ier 
who is fo ineftimable a Mclfing to 

Y^ur (incexe friend; . ' t 
C. Franki-and* 






% 



• ' 
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LETTER LIV. 
From the fame to the fame. 

I OUGHT to have thanked you be- 
fore for your friendly congratula- 
tions, as well as for your intended pre- 
fent to my boy s but the little gipfey I 
memiooed in my laft letter, Maria Wa- 
ters, Sir George's Ward, is ever hinder- 
ing me from dmng any thing but what 
ihe has a mind to. — She tells me, while 
ihe leans over my fhoulder, that (he 
will ipare me to no body except her 
dear Lady Lucy. This playful girl 
really amuics — without ter company, 
indeed, 1 Ihould pais many a lonely 
hour, as I am deprived, in a great mek- 
fure, of the converfation of my wife, 
who can make herielf amends by ca- 

relfing 
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ttfBiBg our dear litale; boy, whenr I artf 
Wt permitted to be with her. At Aich 
^me$ -Maria divierts me . either wUh jier 
Hrely chat, or her melodious voice, or 
her jnuiical inftruments. She fings in ei 
yer]i! pathetic ifyle.io herguittar; and 
fometimes I, at her define, accobpanjir 
her on the harpfichord : but all hef 
^ts, though they are, I believe^ very 
innocent ones, cannot draw tne a fingle 
moment from my amiiable, my valuable 
Lucy ; ^ thoufand times more valuable 
by being the mother, the purfe of my 
foh^f— She fends for nic. 



In Continuation. 

'• ••• ' *' •-.. 

Sir George Caf^cll has .bcen^hcrc,^ to 
wifh me joy of my fon, and has infifted 
upon niminghim. — "I do not, how- 

VoL. II. G ** ever. 
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With -<kc beft natured fmile In tfic 
world he rqilied — - '^ I thought to haire 
*^ had the iatisfadbion of peribrming 
** »the ceremony of baj)tiftn orer the 
*S vy oung .gentleman.** 



-*' Mr. Alhton,** (he is the Curate) 
anfwered f, " can repreftnt you {(>c 



*' pncc.^ 



I then ^ave him my reafons for not 
accepting Sir George's offer. 

r 

"<' ,1. atxi afraid." faid he, *' that "Sir 
** George, m^y be offended with me : 1 
*• have no intention, indeed, to court 
*^ his .favour-,. but I would not willingly 
*^^ affront any of my pawihioners." 

I told him, that I thought my dcfiring 
hjm w 'Hand godfatber'to my fon could 

not 
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mot affront any body : — •*^ If you chufe 
^ to ckcline it, 1 tnu& fuboiit : but t 

** jdKure you, I never meant to put yoiy 
to any expence*. I am diiefly jndi|ced 
to defire ycu ta be g^fiather to my 
** boy, as I" think j^k, in confrquence 
•* of your facred funAion, are beil qiia- 
** lified for the truft to be repofed in 
•* you ; for. inftrudting your young^ 
J^ charge ia the. firfl: principles ;of re- 
ligion.**. ; 



M 



He feemcd pie. fed w^th tiiy loolping 
wpon the baptifmal ceremony ,\n.thc 
.ierious light in which jt ought to ,be yqi^'^ 
fidered, and gt laft agreed to p.y r^- 
^ueft.-^My Lucy, is very, much jpleafexi 
with his cqmplianGC;— Now J atn^jgre- 
p.ared. for Sir George. In tlxq mean tiiyy 
1 am, as ufual, -> 

G 3." LEX^ 
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♦ 

Mifs Plastow to Lady Lucy 
Franrland.. '^ ' 



IHAjVE not been. deceived in'yoft, 
dear Lady Lucy, fincc I inr^puted yoxlr 
Jong filcnce to th^ right caufc, and noty 
give your Ladylhip and Mr. Franklan4 
joy on the birth of your fon. . 



1 1 



I have been exceedingly agitated by 
the receipt of a letter from Lord Alh- 

' bourne. I will own, however, that it 
gave me great plcafurc : yet, as it is a 
pleafurc I ought not to reckon upon, 
I am afraid to indulge it. Tt is really a 

Htharmirig letter : there is fo much good 
lenfe, and fo much tendernefs in it, that 
i could dwell ujpon it for cver> He 

- '^^ A . •. : ' tells 
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t^lls me that his heart frequently revolts 
•guinft la flep diat at firft appeared td 
him perfeftly right, though k coft hictl 
an infinite deai of pain to con^ply witii 
it : he tells fne he now repents finccrciy 
of . that ftep, and is every hour mor£ 
convinced of the impropriety, o£ theiri- 
juftice indeed, of his conduct. He adds, 
'^ It is impofllble forme'^ny longer to 
^' fiipport a charader foreign to my 
^ heart i- I will lay open that heart to 
Lady Bell, and difclofe.^'ttiy'^ fert^. 
timents for y^u •, at the - fame 
** time L wiUi declare t»iy readincfs to 
**-' perform* my engagements to $^r*J 
. .** Lady Bell therefore will be fo<»ii 
** informed of the true ftate of the 
^ cafe, know how to aft in ia fituatioA 
** the moft delicate, perhaps, in femal6 
*• life* If fheftillcohtrnues determined 
^ to kWp me to my firft e'ngagementsi 

G 4 "Imuft 

r 
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f * . I ixiuft fubmit to it, though mjr fub^ 
f^ miflion to it wili make ine the moft 
t* itiifcrable of men. — Should Ibc give 
V me up after all— <-wbat tranfport in 
♦* the thought ! — I will haften itnme- 
*^ diately, and throw myfelf and mf 
•• fortuoe at your feet/* 

. What a tranfporting conclufion of 
his letter ! — But 1 am ^fraid to fee 
him in the fuuation he wifhes to appeaor 
fcjefore^ me. 



i > 



Tell mc now^ Lady Lucy, is there 
Wf thing fo very extravagant in what 
Lord Aflibourne has propofcd ? Would 
he. not adl very unlike a man of ho- 
fiQur, by pretending to \(?Ycone woiptan*, 
when his whole foul is devested to an^ 
ffb^r ? Lady Bell Wallace furely can* 
not. be Jiappy with a pian, who * freely 

con- 



. " .'^ •• ' ^ . "* . - '. O " I 

^copfeifts he prefers anothtt woman to 

ier — It is,, I am fatisfied, . but a poor 

• i . '. . ' for 

compliment '150 make to a fine-young La« 
, dy : but is it not the truth:? . and fhould 
it not 'be told^ hoi«f ever ungrateful mc 
communication of it may be to the par- 
ries concerned in it? Are you not of 
my opinion, f dear Lady Lucy ? And 
dayoUify>t^ite^m Lord Afhbourne for 
this charming opennefs of temper ? He 
. .will. pM deceive either Lady BcU or 
me.. I own I cannot but be pleaied 
with a conduft that muft be thought 
laudable by' every difmtcrcfted p^^. 
This oleafes me, becaufe I might be 
partial to -^a man w&o4s,-I>^ink, npt 
only worthy of my entire a£fe£lii^ ^but 
whom, I have been told, from my in- 
fi\acy» >tQ love jMideftcem.. . , . 



-«•> «... 



II 



'r 
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I ffioiild be exceedingly glad to be fi- 

VQtired 'with' your Ladylhip's fehtimcnks 

r ppon thefe fubjefts ; and am, with^ corfi- 



'pliipcnts to ^Mr. Frankland upon tfic 
Jate joyful^ occafion. " ' 



ft'- 



i A k 



' Your Ladylhip^s 



1: ^ i^ii: w moft obedient ferv^anf, 

- r - • . . 

' .-J T * ■ • • " . : 

10 IL-j". ■ \ : .:■ ..., L; Plastow. 




lilr. ^RANKLANi) to T^r. TJ^ESBoAouoii. 



• » A ^ 



IH A V E • been moft lutVily helpW 
Qu( at a pinchy when I could not 

J^ave expected it. ' 

Yeftcrday 



• TKEDlsmtERES'Mb'MkRRIAOE/'JIJ' 

. Ycfterday a very genteel pdft-chaife 
and- four drove up to our door. Such 
an equipage, Defborough, does not often 
.appear before bur^ lio^bte habitatio)!. 
'Out jumped' as genteel a young fdlbv^ 
as I have fcen for fonie time. He ih- 
troduced himfelf byfayiAg, that<lhotigh 
he had not. the .honour of being per- 
fonally acquainted whh me, he was 
•happy^ in. being: known to Lady Lucy. 
' After having made .a.> polite enqtiay 
after her health, and her . little, foh's, he 
added, that his nanxr^ was Fanihawi; 
that he was ^ a hear neighbour of Mrs. 
Sell^s; and that he had.promifin}^hcr 
to pay his. rcfpdfta to JJady Lucy and 
me in. his .way to London^ .being on the 
po'mt of fctting out for Paris; to which 
place he (hould be very ready to carry 
any of her Ladyfliip*$ c6ntean^si' or 
-nunc. - .• • , V . .. , ..'. -^ . 

G e Ire- 



; .• ..t-JlWoMif^d . wwoecfeatply . that' this 
, 1 iDfift be Hhe; very ^nan of whpm . I h^d 
r.btCTi ib aplprrficnfiYc bcfqrc ,»y dfarfft 

v.lJlej*ife«ngofti: tjfs;? :,i8n4;a5;4>c .♦gajii:;^. 

/'Engl^ndi!^ I- rwAly 'condwAed. Mm |o 
tny wifcJ He.behavfed to tertwithja it- 
?fpedftil ^ind f6f ./riendftiiprwhicitxsoitVi 
.'iM)tl)«rt .bi i«eny, plcafi^g. ; .He cfroflTdd 
^/nyjfaoyaiiQrq thart/bocc, ;<vriflied tfaat^^e 
t#aj('iHd;;:Bndiadcfed; <tbat^' irrtokder to 
<* bring himo.aff near faitn.as^pctfliblc, he 
•iUbuFd be caafemely glad to be his god- 
'rfak&et^t .ke'iUmi produced la kttei-^odi 
iMrs^^£elby^^4irherfiiii%^ jcommumqated 

:t0 Ii/ady Lmcjinher defign to* be hiaigod- 

iinoithcr; ^ eiisH-io': . n;:.^: 

- -) ^^.dcftp.iLpcf lookfcd 6t . me .for^my 
approbation, and received it di]:e4]K* 

oil ' c) O . As 



<. As Mr- F^flxaw's ftay here, tkcn^ tnv^ 

^}pfi ycxyShorZj 1 beg you will be jwijh 

. x^e tCMtnorrow 1 you (ha|l return | as foijn 

,as yoU'plWe : let cnc tell you, howe- 

v^r^,;that yonpiift n^t C3f|>ea any othpr 

^tprtaipjtpept (^^n ,i^h .as Owners ought 

tq^ve. I ^nv quite pleafed that it is la 

my. power to refufe Sir George, without 

• .1*1 ~ 

makif^g Mn jBowen, ufieafy, who r will 

. now perform .the . ceremony inl^ead . <^f 

his ,^uratei 1 ctmld hzvt afked Harry 

Swy mmer ; but though rboth he and 

. his filler appeared willing to ^Drward my 

: union with Lady Lucy, they; have n9t 

-fi^ce Shaved in the ,moft ,agreefi,ble 

. manner : theyiare," both of them,, top 

.muchatuched to thte world, and all its 

^parade and nonfenfe, not to think that 

Lady , Lucy , ^nd I . might , have been 

much happier, might have a£led, at 

kaft, much wifer, by giving up, what 

.)l thejj 
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tfiey call, a romantic plan of^ life (tho* 
^li has' been to us prodoftivcof the tru- 
eft felicity) and marrying perfbns thp 
moft tnfuitable and dif^greeaBl^' to us, 
merely for the Tak6 'of^'aMuent ciralih. 
ftances.-^— What different, what thwart- 
ing ideas have pepplfe of 'prudetif tnatch- 
es ! — All my ambition is to be happy, 
and* to mike mydear girl fo, who has 
often declat-bd that hef every wilfe is gra- 
tified. — Charming creature !• it is her 
own heavenly temper which makes her 
fo contented with me^ fo pleafed with 
every thing about her. She has juft 
'fent to 'me, to beg me to put pff Sir 
* George immediately-,' fearing that, in 
' Cohfequence of a delay, he (hould pre- 
fume on the acceptance of his offer. I 
will clofe my letter when I return. 



. .1 



lo 
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In Continuation. 



V 1 



Sir George pretended tO( be very mtich 
-affronted at my rejcftfng liis dffcp: fo 
mifch the better : we (hall ^oow get rid 
of him, I hope. 

Expeding to fee you foon, I remaia 

Ever yours, 

C.F. 

^^M ^^m %|# ^A^ ^^^ ^^ ^^P ^^^ %ft#^^^ ^^^ ^^^ "^S^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^P ^^^ ^^^ ^A^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

LETTER LVIL 
, Lady Bell to Lady Lucy. 

# 

NOT having received any anfwer 
to mylaft letter, I begin to fear 
that you are indifpbfed, or that fom(^- 
thiAg ftill Worfe thah illnefs has hap- 
pened 
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pened to you. — However, while I wait 
in hopes of hearing better nqws than my 
apprehenfions will give me leave to ex- 

Jjcft, let roc peopled JP^ the hiftwy of 
(tord iUh^urne,~r fiftn^iwd,, ».! 

itPW ^Qu J:wpvld^, to tf^eiit Jifni'^wi^ 
fuch a negligence,, that if \^ had ncally 
any tendernefs for me, it muft have 
rbufcdhim^ but thougH lie remained 
long.iofenfible.to me, his aj^aion for 
Miis Flaffow at laft did the bufincfs. 

* ^^'^^* * ^'^^ evenii^ ago, in a 
•*^/* ^tfye party by accident •, as neither 
« us thought of contrivbg fuch an in- 
^rview; and, indeed, bothWeemed 
equally puizl^d liaw toifuppbrtia con- 
"iTfiT" '**" "^^ Sufficiently languid on 

-OFt«g.A? a e^d€j& Atfitijde i >* 
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•fat playing iviih -a hu^f^ • ^hichy for 
want of fomething elfe, he bad taken 
jout of his l>o^ai : yet he every now and 
then caft a fly look at me, as ]f he was 
^raid of being caught in (joing what he 
jQboukl not :, pic kngtb, after , having 
puAied out the pfoEouodcA (igh you ever 
faeard^ and laying down his flowers^ 
while hb eyes and all his attitudes ap« 
^ared to implore my pity^ he addrefled 
mt m the foUow^i^ manner — ^^ I havet 
^^ for ibaie uaie^ Lady ^ell, ever Gxuic 
^ mj retuni^ mdeied^ wifiied tp ppeit 
^ ^ my heart to you : but Ihame, fean*- 
*^ and a number of contending pafiloos, 
^^ in fhort, added to the confcioufneisj I 
felt of iiiaking a vtry ridiculous^ if not 
a very cenfuraUe appearance in your 
eyes, have hitherto kept cae filent; but 
^^^ my filence has foSb me i> much, that I 
muft. ftow give; a. rent so toy. fecljngs, 

" and 



cc 
cc 
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•* and rdy on your pardon^ from your 
** goodfenfe and candotir, for having 
*• fo long concealed them frona you.-— 
•* When I had fii^ the honour of being 
•• acquainted with you,. I had never 
•• fccn, never converfed with any wo- 
•* nnan half fo lovely, half fo agreeable. 
•* Tranfported with your chariiis, I 
•* fought your friendfliip, I fighed for 
•* your love j I knew, indeed, that my 
•* father had folemnly promifcd I IhouM 

• •* marry his ward; but being an efttire 
•* ft ranger to Mifs Pbftow^fe attraftibns, 

' •* not having feen- her fihce (he was'a 
•• child, and finding an increafe of plca- 
^ fure in your focietyi I believed it im- 
** poflible for me to domply with -an en- 
*^ g^gcn^nt to which Pfelr an- '^inviri- 
•*^ cible repugnance. J, therefore,, de- 
^ termined to go over to England, and 

. ^f put ^ end to it by Jbioneftly telling 

I "the 
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the Lady that my heart was not in 
my own po^er : naturally concluding 
** flie would, in ' confcqueocc of fuch a 
** difclofure, be glad to break with mi^, 
** as I was to q%iit her : but when I fa^ 
•* the face, when I heard the voice of 
" ifr whom I had refolved to relinquish 
" for ever, the change which- I fek ih 
my bofom is not to be defcribed : my 
rifing tendemefs for her, my remorfe 
at the thoughts of leaving you,, and 
** the utter confufion I was in, are bc- 
•* yond defcription. — ^In ihort, Madanri, 
" I felt myfelf afhamed, confounded, 
" diftrefled to the greateft degree — I 
** fcarce dared to lift up my eyes to her 
whowas, Ifoon found, to be the arbitrefe 
of my future ^fate. I imagined, in- 
deed, that the flame which the lovely 
*" Plaftow had kindled in my breaft 
*• Wbuld'Htve^Coiifumed me, in its coii- 

** finc- 



cc 
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^ finement ; but the gendc girt Kmov*^ 
♦* €d my terrors, with the mildeft, moft 
^ encouraging complacency, and' raifcd 
,^ my hopes to- a pitch far. beyond my 
^ expectations. Filial, obedience,, a 
^ moft affedtionate attention, at kaft, 
*^ to the commands^ of a- tender parent^. 
^ though not exifting, confiderably 
" prompted her,, I will venture to fay,> 
^ to wi& for an alliance with the man^ 
M whom he had chofcn for her, and^fgr 
-^ ; whom,. tho,^h in a n^^a^ner^unknowi, 
/^ (he had, in ,<^2polluon to numerous 
•* foliciutions, rcfervcd herfcjf. Wasjt 
poffible formCy Lady B^ll, thus fitur 
atcd, any longer to refift -the powqr- 
^* ful aUunements ^levelled againll me,? 
My late fac4ier*3 jjpomi&s to Mr. 
Plafliow, his {tn& injun&ions; to ii)e 
to Jkx>k upon that ptomife asL fisicredt 
the dear, dutiful ^IV ay;>preheofioQs 

^ of 



cc 
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-** of her not bciqg able rdigioufly to 
** coenply with the fame protnife ac- 
^* aAed from her by a dying parent, 
^ added to her own prepoflcffions in 
^ my favour, all conlpired to make me' 
•* falfe to my firft vows. The recollec- 
••* tion of my infiddity always forces^ 
'♦' fighs from my bofom, and fills m^ 
** with' the deepeft regret. As I am now 
>* drcumftanced, therefore, I cannot^ 
^ dare not pretend to the honour of 
^ your hand : I am totally unworthy 
*' of it ; it ought to be referved for tlie 
*^ man who can love you alone. I am 
^ as little woarthy of Mifs Plaftow's af^ 
** fcftion, as I muft come to her a fickle, 
*' inconftant charader : yet as things arc 
*' in this Situation, I cannot alter them ; 
*' I cannot new-make myfelf — I finccrc- 
«' ly own that I think myfelf quite un- 
*' deferving of you both j fpmethingi 

.** how- 
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•*., however, afiures me that Mifs Pla- 
*' ftow can deign to accept of me. I 
*' Ihall never forfeit her good opinion. 

V I fliall adore her to the laft moment 
*' of rhy exiftence. — Pardon me. Lady 

V Bell" — added he, feeing nie— or fan- 
cying that he faw me — mortified at his 
pretty confcflion : for I, fuppofc I looked ' 
rather filly— though he — a wretch— «-was 
the only pcrfon who ought to have appear- 
ed abalhcd. — " Pardon me. Lady Bell, 
*' for the effufions of my heart, which, 
*' at this moment, reproaches me- for 
** thus freely difcovcring its fecret feeU 
•* ings in your prefencc— but I could 
" not fupprefs the feelings of my- heart 
" any longer ; I could not bring, mylclf 
** to continue in the chara<^er of a fi- 
^^ niihed hypocrite. Touy Madam, will 

** ever have my linccreft eftcem, whe- 

^^ ther you can condefcend to forgive me 

.1 ** or 
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** or not ; but Mifs Plaftow," added he, 
with the moft iniblcnt rapture fparkling 
ki'his eyes, ** fiitift €ver poflefs my om-* 
«* dereft loi«."* 

, Here he ceafcd (peaking. — i had 
been, prepared for all this : - 1 bad even* 
vifhed to have it over ; yet I looked 
like a fool; I dually did. not, at firfty 
know what to fay to him. I was not in 
love with him, however— -Surely, fa 
frank a difcovery of his fentimentB was* 
fufficient to cure nie of the prepQi£ei9Ion» 
I had entertained . in his favour : but I 
am afraid that few women, . if any,- 
Lady Lucy, could have heard fuch a 
declaration againft themfelves, with 
more compofure than I did Lord Afh- 
bourne's free effujions. jRefolving, in- 
deed, to put the bed: face I could upon' 
the matter^ I, with a fort of a forced' 

fmile, 



144 The Disinterested Marriagk; 

fnflle, replied — *• Your Lordlhip has^ 
^ told me no news, ia this paracjin^ 
^. commuoication of- your fentimehts; 
•* with regard to me — I haw^ ever fincc 
*^ your return from England, feen a 
» very great change in yoa;'and you 
^ may be affured, that if you and the 
^ Ladyv to whom you are at prefent fo 
^ violently attached, can be fatisfiedv- 
** your alliance wHl give me no unea- 
* hnefs. I rather think my felf lucky 
^ in being releafed from an engagement 
^ with am^n of fo volatile a^difpofition ; 
^ amanfo addicted to inconitancy;efpe-^ 
*• cially as your Lordfliip, by being the 
^ deierter, has complimented me with 
** the prefer vation of my charadber (as ny 
^^ constancy hasevidencly been un(baken) 
«< which might not have h^pened, had 
*^ not our connection beeii on the point 
" of diffolution/' 

He 
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He looked at me a$ if he di^ opt^ qr 
would not, onderftand nje-, iffd, l?y jibis 
time, 1. thought: I had hcen jfa;her tcp 
flippant. I really began tp feel iFor him, 
and thought his fituation waS.an'uiici)m« 
monly awkward, one. I, therefore, 
treated him with the utmeft fraak- 
nefs i told him, that I had for Tome 
time ktiown his incliQatioo for Mifs 
Plaftow, and had only waited for tl^ 
intelligence from himfelf •, adding, thkt 
I had alfo heard (he was very amiable, 
and that I iincerely wifhc^ . hm happy 
with her. • — 



jiLO^ 



This change in my behaviour ;{]rf)- 
duced an inftantaneous oifc in his Lord- 
fhip. He feized my hand with alpioft 
as ^much tranfport as if it h^d bq^i^-l^s 
Loutfa's, called me' generous^ ;; ,jsoi9^e 
creature, and begged I would grant bini. 

Vol. II. H if 
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V I couM ever trfborc him to my good 
opinion, my friendOiip ; which it fliould 
^ bh petpctual ftudy to dcfervc: 

I told him I would, proWded he, in 
return^ would procure me the friendfliip 
^ the Lady in queftion. 
« * - • 

I aflted nothing more of him: be 
)proBHfed to comply with my rcqueft, 
faying, that Mife Plaibow had too mudi 
fetikf too much diicernment, to refufe 
^^ Ho will how, I Aippofe, make all 
poffible hafte to England, in • order to 
complete the happinefs of the lovely 



. i 



- And now, my dear Lucy, do you 
*k)t |)ity tne for tfhe lofe of this fickle 
fdlowt? His behaviour to tne would dc- 
ter ft^me wtnncn fmm ever liftening to 

a man : 



I 

a man : and indeed^ I think I ought to 
be vec^ cardful about '^my carriage to a 
man a fecond time. I even begin to 
-imagine itet^Lhcvrf-ha^^i^j^'pretenfibils 
to perfoHj and go, mechanically,^ tp the 
gla!6 tWehly ^tiriies ih*a iay, fo fee wl^- 
thdr k has tmifci^gori^ 'a corfflderable 
alteratioiH and alrtioft ftart it flndihg 
my' compJ^xibti' arc&aj^ ifty 'i^e's^ 4s 
-\iMyy ahd^rir|^4eeth-dS wfiitefki H^r. 
-St), my; deaf; y<^ feer my ijeing.forfaken 
is- ehtifd/^the^fadt tffthis incinftaht 
man. May 'jv^«; always finci yourTf anl* 
land' <tf ^a difj^rerit'^^ huiiioV^^^ l.lf you 
'are itkHy^lfV?, Si^d^ie to'Vfife to me; 
if you are not^ utterly buried in pbfcu- 
' ri'ty, 'let^Aie know N/^'at the world "fays 
of" me. r Ihoula rfot chufe tp be looked 
' •u^ori'as'a 'flighted' Woiiiairi/t'houg^iA' a 
^♦fll^rted fitu'Utioli moft'^cefUinif il ''' ' 

. ' Tfour 'affediionate A. Wallace. 

H 2 LET- 
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Mr. Frakklakd to Mr. DEspoRoycM. 

I CANNOT fit down to write to 
you, without repeating my own 
thanks and Lady Lucy^s, for your kind- 
nefs in being godfather to my little 
Charles. 1 could ablblutely make my- 
fclf ridiculous^ by expatiating in the 
pretty fellow's praife. I will check my 
paternal cffufions^ however •, I will keep 
them under tUl you become a parent 
yourfclf^— then laugh at me if you can. 

I nave been a good deal vexed fince 
70U left us— Maria, whom L took to be 
quite a little innocent, has turned out 
an arrant gipfcy^ si>e was placed at 
tftc i'arfpnage, it feeois. pn, purpofe to 

draw 
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draw me from my Lucj^» r f thought 
indeed, at firft fight of her, thit flse 
had fomething about her which did not 
thoroughl^^ accord with the affefted fim^ 
plicity of her behaviour : young, how* 
ever, pleafing to an uncommon degree^ 
and eager to render hepfelf engaging, 
ihe allures the eye, and fixes the at^ 
tent ion, before you can be aware of the 
mifchief Ihe may do ydu. Fortunatety, 
I found her out time enough to be upon 
^y ^gward : I always ' fancied (he was 
particularly bufy about me: I would 
DOt willingly indulge a ccnfurable va- 
pity ; but flie really appeared to be en- 
tirely indiicnecc'; mor^To, at leaft, than 
any girl of charaftcr ' aught td be.: yet 
I icorifeft^I was 'taken irt by her afFefted 
naiv^iy ai^d miftook all her art for na- 
ture,' She was ever very affiduous to 
pktffe'mc defore^liaAy* Lucy's confihe- 

H 3 mentj 
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Qieni^i when flic wbs iafe ia her.bcd, fhc 
then .began to fliew ber^f, jaut in a 
gradual mannen.*r-Now,. as the trying 
of a .fine ^rl/j(»tiurally atu:a&s the at- 
tention c£ the nxoCk ioibniible mail, I 
(mn I vms foaietimcs. tempted U> trifle 
with her again, though I a^bualljr meant 
to. dp fo mofti innocwtly : Ihedrcw me 
ipn, however, .by pennitting me to take 
one Ul^erty afj^r another, till I .became 
^\mq& 'inK>xiGa^d with i^ ple^d^g 
foUy* .;I fQrg<« ey^ tfeiiig,: !ei5cept my 
dear,, my ever-loyed^ Lwcy i I never lol^ 
fight of i?er\ Jbe was ever prefcnt to 
my imagination: her image rofe to 
my mind ia all :th« dignity of virtuous 
tf^dfemefe, when I was molt imdan^r 
front this fedjuping gM^l. -r WfeiM. lh$ 
hungovcf me one d^y, in :th( playfuileft 
attitude imagins^bk, one hand being 
iJii^rown^ %crofe ;my fto^yeii the flther 
: 1 . u wantonly 
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wantonly cipiploy«d ift tymiftg a. m^k 
of my hair^ I ftarte4 up, and, puflied; 
her h^ftily from nie,; juft wlkn herlip$t 
were ready to m^jiijimia^,- ,1 hppd 
{}iouki have had a$ much fji^rtitudq, if my; 
heart had not bee;i U;HaItcr^y s^UfM^ 
to my wife. I fhould, at any time,i 
have dtfpifed-iByfclf ^ for taking kn; im- 
proper advantage of unguarded ioiiof.: 
cence.~My fuppdfed innocent oMiipa^' 
nion, on my pulhing her from me. 
Walked aw!ay imiTjediately, without mov- 
her h^ad towards me, and' hurried out'' 
of the room-. I then determined to fliun 
hier very carefully fot the futu^e.-^— I did- 
fo ; I kept from Mrs. Boweri's for fe-* 
veral daya •, but as fhe freqifently ckllfrd' 
upon my wife, I fcould notaVOid:le*ihg^ 
h^r.^—1 behaved to hcr^'^^howeVw*, with* 
great referve ? at firft {He- affedlecf ffot^ 
to perceive the change ih-my- carria^,* 

H 4 and 
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and renewed her former familiarities s 
yet finding they would not do, flic grew 
fcrious-, dejefted indeed, though her 
vifits to me were more frequent. Still 
I took no other notice of her than what 
common civility required. 

My I^ucy now quitted her apartment, 
and fat in the parlour as ufual. Mils 
Waters catne and brought her work. 
» > . 

Having been at play one morning 
with my boy, Maria, who f^t looking 
at us, attempted to attra£t my atten- 
tion, by carefltng the child : but as I 
chofe to let her fee that I would not en- 
courage any farther freedom?, I gave 
»ny boy. to his . mother, took my hat, 
^d walked into the gartien. 3he fol- 

I'a: "^ ^"ft^"tly. I let her fee that 
l-wUhedto avoid her, but (he purfued 

me. 
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riie. Wheri I came to the part of my 
grounds from wb?ch, you know, thcre^ 
is ah ' opeAmg to^ the meadows, I went 
out at the aoor, arid was going to lock 
it after me, in order to fecure my re- 
treat. — "Hold; Sir,^' cried ftie, flopping 
me,*' witlv grtat ag?tati6n, "hear me a 
" moment : ir Will be the laft' time I 
** ftiall e/ct trottbfe you •, but I cannot 
*' bcaf to leave you, while you harbour 
** a bad opinion of me, though I am 
" in fome Ihape deferving of cenfure, 
^''Yhi^iy^pxit lipOrt aftirig a part,'* 
afldeii"^ iHei '^'Ak ^oice' foftendd by her 
tears^ and^ j[till*/rii<irfe agitated, "for 
" ^hich I now cohdemn myfelf, as V 
"am convinced of the folly, of the 
" bafenefs^ of if ; yef-'I ^Kote" Vou will 
" pardon me', arid hot 'think amifs of 
", me, Mr.' Fr^rikland, when* I tell you, * 
"that' had you not deepl)^ touched' my * 

H 5 « heart, 
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** wiflied to be admired and careflcd 
** mofe than my companions. Sir George 
•* decoyed me from home upon a party . 
^ of pleafure, and prevailed on me to 
^ drink a quantity of warm liquor af- 
•* tcr dancing. There was certainly 
•* fomething infufed into it -, for my 
•* ideas were foon in a difordered date, 
** and, in confequcnce of that ftate, I 
" was totally in the power of my fe- 
** duccr. When I firft difcovered my 
** unhappy fituation, I raved, wept, 
*' and thought myfelf the moft mifcra- 
•• ble of human beings; but my un- 
•' doer found a way to foothe and to 
" calm^me; by prefcnts, and by a tcn- 
** dcfnefs, which, had it continued, 
** would have made me more fatisfied 
** with my condition, though it never 
" could have reconciled me to my fate ; 
*^ tor fcbuld 1 at firft have liftepcd to 
' ' « hiijn. 
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** him, had I not been afraid to go 
*' home to my father. — ReflcAing, co- 
*' vcrcd with fhame, on what was paft, 
and dreading ill treatment at home 
after my criminal proceeding, I con- 
*« fcnted to live with Sir George in the 
*• manner he defi'red; that is, in the 
" moft retired manner,, in a fmall village 
** within a few miles of London. There 
** I was gradually neglefted by him ; 
** but he furnifhed me with money 
enough for a genteel fubfiftcncc, in^ 
a private way. In that way indeed 
I was far from .being happy, and my, 
recolleftions were fufficicntly painful, 
•* to render me lefs fo : yet I was afraid 
" to quarrel with my fupporter, left he 
•' fliould withdraw his allowance. At 
" laft, however, I told him plainly, that 
" I was tired of my fituation, and that 
f^ I imagined he would be glad to get 

** rid 
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" rid of mc; adding, that he might 
" cafily do fo, if he would only con- 
** fcnt to fettle on me, for .ray life, a 
*• quarter of what he at that time al- 
*' lowed me * afluribg him alfo, that I 
" would go down into Leicefterlhire, 
** and never trouble him again. 

*' He made' me no reply for fome 
** moments — After a long paufe. Tie 
** faid — I will confider of it. — I 
" faw no more of him for a fort- 
** night — He then returned, and in- 
** formed me that he would agree to 
** what I had requdfted, upon one condi- 
** • tion. 

I begged earneftly to hear what I 

was required to do for the purchafe 

of a conapetency ; but could not help 

\ lamenting, at the fame time, the lofs 

of my innocence, 

- ' " You 
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** You are a little fimpleton, faid 
he — ^you may be as innocent a5 ever 
** if ypq.pleafc — you^ muft aflpme the 
** charafter in which, you^firft appeajred 
to me^ as 1 want, you to draw^ by^ 
your fimplicity and apparent arclefT* 
' nefs, a married man from one qfthe, 
moft winning women in the wX)r^d. 









I fighed, and fold him that. I was 
totally unfit for fuch a tafk. 



' " I muft give ypu up then, fai<| he ; 
'* for you have long been a burden to 
** me. You cannot expeft to be fup- 
** ported' for nothing: . , 



«« 



^* I Hghed again, wept, and tntreated 
' * Si^ George to pity me, and to fparc 
**^ me fohard an undertaking, wKich ncir 
** tfer fuitcd my capacity nor printiples; 
" but he-only ridicirlcfdme, and told me 

« I had 
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« I had learnt a great deal of unheccffary 
" refinement fmee I had left the fa'riri; It 
«* was to no purpofc that I aflurcd him I 
** had learnt evtry. thing bad of bimy asl 
" knew no harm before I knew Tiim •, he 
** would Hear of nothing but my imme- 
** diate compliance with his defign -, and 
« threatened to reduce ine immediatety to 
" mifery and want, if 1 per lifted in are- 
" fulal.— Ic is needlefs to fa^ that I con- 
«* fenced to his new defires. Placing me 
as a ward of his with Mrs. Bowen, (he, 
at bis requeft, introduced me toj(?« an4» 
Lacly L.ucy. The firft appearance of 
your charming figure ftruck me;, bur 
when I became more acquainted with 
your manners, when I heard you pUy, 
fing, and converfe, my fcnfes were all 
enchanted , I forgot the r^folution I 
;; ^'.^ ':''^f'' ^^-^r to enter again intoj a. 
cam^nal connexion. : Being tal^en up 

" with 
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** with the delightful fenfation arid ng from 
** the endeavours to pleafe — flattering 
•* mylelf alfo, that my endeavours prb- 
•* mifed fuccefs, till the day you threw me 
from you with difdain ; with a difdain 
which pierced my foul. — I hoped, at 
firft, I had been deceived : I hoped 
that fome inftantaneous change of man- 
ner, fome fudden indifpofition had 
feized you, and that you would be gen- 

* 

^ tie and kind tomeagain: butwhenlfaw 
** that you Ihunncd me, that you was re- 
•* ferved, and offended, I thought I cotild 
/* not bear it any longer : 1 could not 
" fupport the idea of your hating me : 
** and when I found I could not lure 
•* you back to the tendernefs with 
** which you bad treated me, I wilhed 
^ to difcover all : I determined to make 
** an attempt to gain your efteem ; 
•* hoping to move your pity, at leaft, if 
•• unable ta obtain your love. — I cannot, 
^ ** indeed, 
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*^ mdieed, withoQt bciiiig gi^ilty of a erf* 
** minal inclination, wifli for yow love } 
•* I muft, therefore, learn net to wj(h for 

V it : but I cannot— (continued flue, lift* 
** ing up her eyes vyith a timid ibftnefs 
•/ iot them) — I canqot take leave of you, 
'•' Sirgffor.ever^ without begging y^u* to 
** pardon a poor girl for being only too* 
^ readily charmed with your fine peribn^ 
'* and accompUihcnents^ for being capti*. 
\^ vated- with that engagipg, behaviour. 
" which muft, neceffarily, afifeft thempit* 
^infcgGble, without .be^ing^you alfa tQ, 
^ concqd from Sir George all that I have 
^ rcl^d : he wiU foo» fee (added ihe,. 
** with a fighO thfit I could not fucceed >. 
\^ and I wjU leave, him^ I will lea v,e thifc 

Y place for ever, whether he is sencro.u$, 
" enpvigh to provide fQ.r tqeor not: but 
" I could not think of rerpoving myfelf. 
*' from him till I had, in fome meafurcj* 

*^ tried 



J 
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'^ tried to atone ^r my folly by makmg. 

^^ . thefe confiefltoDs and intrcatics.? \ * 

1 * • • • 

: : HerjC Maria cjlofed her Httte narrative 
—J was>ftruck: viilh a bdiayiour lb on-. 
CQtn mor! -^ .perii«p3 I was flattered hy 
t|i€ cQfftfrfiipeBtw >fli? paid m^^ . Where, 
is thp d>an proof again^ ^ infini^ating' 
Wtlep of the' iofinuating ftx ) To fp^aJib 
tlije lv%epft t/uth» I was n(>t at ^. f»|ii^ 
fied -a5 finding -myfelif ' fo- plwfcd .with* 

ihij a^fwjl g}ri'S(f Qon^fliQn.5 wd iJcD 
wy ifidigpa^il^ agayift Sir George feo» 
gpt tlf better; of every other qmotioilr ; 1^ 
lold^her that I fliould think.no gioretc^ 
yhftt^w^s paftt-tl flftparjt A<f: parrof it~^ 
^ut Jh^:0}iftopk.my mp^ing^ I believe^ 
afld Wl^ined ^t I flioviW r^nt , Sirt 
Q?ftrge1s behaviour J : fpr flie requeftcd 
pie; /[in th^ moft pathe^ic: terms, not to 
tmgian^r my valuable life (as (be called 

it) 
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it) — ** I (hall then," added fhc^ *< think' 
^* I have^ by making this difcover^, 
** been guilty of a greater crime than I 
•• have yet committed." She ahnoll 
jneked me by the tendemeis of her fears, 
a!fid the extreme delicacy with which fhe* 
ntpreflcd them—" If you pay no regard- 
** to your own fafety, Mr. Frankland,**" 
fiud Ihe, ** yet for Lady Lucy's fake 
•* prcfcrve a life fo dcfcrvedly dear to 
^ her : focK a chara<Ster ^ Sir Georgc^y 
^'b unwocthy of your attention-, fife 
* may try to- ihjupey but he -ttei^er caM 
^ injure fuch a mind as her Lady- 
i* fliipV — She talked, in fliort, fo 
finely, fb feelingly^' that I began to thinl? 
k quite ncceflary for us to' ft- parate**- - 1 
rofc, therefore,' ' ta go-^ She- >hert in- 
treated; me to let her out at ttie .\UxUi 
gate, that fhc might return- to Mrs^ 
Bowcn over the meadows. She quitted 

me 
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mc with tears in her eyes, and I went 

4 

(lowly towards the houfe. 

On my return, I found my Lucy fit- 
ting in the parlour where I had left her : 
fhe looked, I imagined, uniifually fe- 
rious. Mf head too was full of what I 
had juft heard. Taking her in my arms 
with a tendernefs whicli I had not till 
that moment experienced, and prefllng 
her lips to my face, I choughc I i%\K, a 
pearly drop upon her cheek, 

*♦ What*s the matter with my life ?*' 
faid I, looking anxioufly at her. 

•* Nothing, my dear Mr. Frank- 
^*^ land,*' replied Ihc, with the fweeteft 
fmile *, *^ nothing but an extraordinary 
*♦ aow of afFeftion." 



€C 
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** Give it vent theni my angel,** faid 
I» preflTing her fttll clofer: my heart was 
full : t feared that ,1 had, only by tri- 
fling with Maria, injured the beft of 
creatures. I felt an indignation againft 
the former, not with (landing her pre- 
tended infatuation for me, which I could 
fcarcely fupprefs ; and 1 determined, 
one day, to make my wife acquaint^ 
with every thing. Juft at that time, 
however, I fancied I ihould foften her 
too much. There was a tender kind of 
dejeAion in her countenance, wltich, fill- 
ed me' with great anxiety of which I:ne- 
ver had been before fcnfible. At times 
. 1 could not hclpfaacying that my anxi- 
ety WIS owing to my rcmorfci for hav- 
ing trificd with this poor, unfortunate, 
weak girl : I really pity her, but I wilh 
I had never feen her. How much has 
. Sir George to anfwer for, by having fc- 
duced 



n 



The DisiNTER^sMl) H^lARkUoi. idj 

duced her from .her duty to her family, 
to the world, and to hcrfclf ! No man—' 
I think, can he vindicated, Who decoys 
an ignorant, idnofeiit young creature 
from the peaceful "fitiiation, the happy 
iituation in which providence had placed* 
her. — Had flie not been deluded by him, 
flie might have lived the darling of her 
parents, the delight of her friends, and 
the exemplary companion of her young 
female neighbours and acquaintance^ 
What a cruel change has an abandoned 
libertine produced in. the mind of this 
pitiable girl ! how has he perverted her 
principles! how has. he corrupted her 
manners 1 When he had, by the balcft 
of all methods, deprived her of her 
fenfes, he effeftually excluded all refift- 
ance; and when her perfoji was pnce 
polluted, her mind was foon in a condi- 
tion to receive any impreflion her feducer 

chofe 
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chofe to fix upon it. The wonder 
is, that as Sir George kept her conti- 
'^nually employed in an infamous man- 
ner, flie ever recovered h^r former prin- 
ciples, and had refolu^ion enough, fmote 
by repentance, not only to (truggle with 
her contending paflions, but to extri- 
cate herfelf from a date of life which 
would have certainly grown lefs and lefs 
tolerable had (he remained in it,— Flat- 
teringly, would fhe have made me be- 
lieve that I was the cauie of her refor- 
mation, by treating her with a rcfcrvc 
and a contempt which opened her eyes, 
and made her fee things in their proper 
colours. Happy ihall I think myfelf, 
if I have teen inftrumental to her return 
to the humble fituation from which (he 
was drawn in a. manner hardly to be for- 
given : at the fame time, however, I 
I wiih I had never trifled with her, as 
4 my 



my heart repijoachfis i|iefor-Biyf£<^Ierie$, 
on i^ account, as ; wcU as on my wife's. J 
ought not to hfive given;the;flightQft en- 
couragement tp Marigj I ihou}^ not hftve 
ventured to rifque my Lucy's feeling a 
fingle mofnent's uqeafinefs, though I 
aAually think that my dear Lucy has 
tpo^ m\ich confidence in me, to have the 
fmalleil fufpicions concerning my fidc- 
iity cO'her : ibe ^laf^tpo qfiucb npblenefs 
.of mi94 to be ^jealojus of t^cman (he h^s 
bleft with her good ppioiqn*. ]>oiibl]|r 
blame^ble, therefore^ ihould I be to .de- 
ceive k^r. ;Hoyir,I hatprmyfejf for, my 
foily ! l^ut . it. is now at (^A tnd: yet I 
have acled a foolifb part^ .aivd I mult re- 
fleft on that p^rt with forrow. What 
weak, imperfcft creatures we are ! — 
Well may I pardon Mifs Waters, cir- 
c^imftanced as ft>e was, when I myfelf, 
united to fuch a wife as Lucy, could 
Vol, IL I not 
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not withftand the filly temptation of 

trifling with a love-fick girl—Indeed, 

■ • . 

Dclborough, 1 am thoroughly out of 
humour wiifh myfelf, though ever 

• . . r- ••• C pRAIfKLAND. 

P. S. Lady hticf told^me, wlieh I 
had been inrliime time, that Sir George 
had made her^a vifit while I Was in the 
garden.' I replied, that T was glad I 
did not* meet with lAm. She required 
no explanatidn bf that ahfwef, and I 
faid no rtiore about it.* ' 
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LETTER L4Xm,j , 






Sir George Caswell to Mr. JPIr^nevei^^- 

I Have been the moft uhliicIfLy feliov 
in the world in riiy aftack^uponXaciv 
Lucy, who has increafed my pafllori for 
her by an uncommon refiftance, ahd by 
fentiments, if not new, rarely to bt; ni!e^ 
with : fentiments, indeed, 'lb great — •' 
though at the fame time fo mortifying — 
that I can hardly believe' th^m' to W 
real. 

I told you of the plot I had laid' for 
her, by placing Maria Waters at* the 
Re<5lor's, in hopes of detaching Frank- 
land from his wife, whom I ^hoped to 
infpire with refentment, and to aid and 
aflifl in the gratification of' it, and fo 

I 2 - forth-^* 
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forth — ^Maria, you know, is a pretty, 
little toad : fhe was die mo& artkis of 
her fcx when I firft took her : but where 
is the woman who is long either inno- 
cent or ignorant? They fay we (poil 
them; but fbme are certainly ready 
ipoiled to our hands. The following 
account of my late difappointment will 
ierve to give llrength co this aflerdon. 
Having charged Maria to take every 
opportunity of being with Frankland, I 
chofe to allow her time before I appear- 
ed mylelf, that Lady Lucy might not 
fufpeft any conne£i:ion between us. As 
luck would have it, when I came to 
Frankland he* was not within : his 
charming wife was fitting in the par- 
lour, employed with her needle. She 
hardly vouchfafed to rife at my entrance, 
but looked at me with the cooled indif- 
ference : tiaf indifference provoked me^ 
4 perhaps. 
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perhaps, to fay more than I othcrwife' 
(hould have faid. When I had CQpiplir 
mentcd her upon her recovery, I told 
her I was forry to fee her occupied in a 
manner lb unfuitable to her birtb and 
education. 

*' My birth. Sir," replied Ac, with 
a charming fpirit^ *' ought not to fet 
" me above my condition 5 and every 
" woman's education ought to make, her 
** a ufeful wife and mother." 

* 

•* What home-bred notions are thefe. 
Lady Lucy," faid I, ** for a wpmai) 
with your perfon, tafte, and accomr 
plifliments, to entertain !~But grantT 
ing that they are laudable in fom^ 
*' wives, they are abfurd in you\ a^ 
** every charm, and every virtue you 

I 2 ** ever 
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" ever poffefled, are thrown away upon 
** a man who is unworthy of you." 

A glow of indignation fiufticd her 
cheek. 

" I will hear no refleftions on Mr. 
•' FranHand, Sir," anfwered fhe, rif- 
ing, to leave the room. 

" Hold, Madam," f^d I — " ftay a 
" fingle moment — Whatcverunjuft ideas 
" you may have formed of me, I do not, 
" at prcfent, merit them. I will ven- 
" nire my life on what I am now going 
" to tell you : The man for whom you 
*' have degraded yourfelf, for whom 
•' you, lb condefcendingly, perform of- 
<«■ fices for which you never were dcfign- 
" ed, is falfe ; falfe, Madam, to your 
^ beau ty, and to your deferts : he is 
^^^^^ - " fondly 



" fQadIy.attache4 to ..^ girl fojCvrcry way 
" inferior tQ you, that I really wonder* 
" at your patie^ice: cfpecially as you. 
" are adored by thofe who haye, t/ie 
" higheft fenfe of )jour uppora/nqp at-^^ 
" traftions," 






" I receive no pleafure," replied flie,, 
with a kind of fullen countenance at 
what I had told her, notwithftanding 
her afFefted unconcern ; " I receive no 
" pleafurc froni any perfon's flatteries,: 
" my only wilh is, to dcferve Mr. Frank- 
" land's afeaions:' 

She then added, after a paufe, . as i£ 

r^collecSling herfelf, " And I dou^bt not 
" but that I fhall always fe.cure his 

I 4 « You 
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" You muft always fcciirc the dftcem 
** of the. whole world," anfwered I: 
nobody but a brute, deftitute of fen- 
iibility, can refufe you his efteem: 
yet it is an indifputable faA, that Mr. 
Frankland prefers Mifs Waters to 
yourLadylhip : he is, I believe, with 
*• btr at this very moment." 

I fpoke at random, but I adlually 
thought that I guefled right; for fhe 
blulhed, and hung her head a little 
while : then, raifmg it on a fudden, fhe 
faid, *' You may be very right. Sir : 
Mr. Frankland is fo extremely agree- 
able, that I muft: not expeft to keep 
him tomyfelf : but this I am fure of, 
*• he will never treat me unkindly ;* or, 
" fljould he treat me fo, I Ihall ftill pre- 
" fer him to any other man in the 

** world." 

With 



cc 
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With thefe words (he hurried out of 
the room : and all my efibrts tb hare her 
back agaia were unfiicoeisfuL 

Ftndiog that Ihe would mt i^tucm I 
went away, exceedingly .h^pirt at not 
having been able to make th^ flighted ini- 
preffipn upoa her in my favour. She is 
really the moft extraordinary cl]|ap£ter I 
am acquainted ^th \ few women^ either 
wives^ or miftrefies,, who attach them- 
felves fo conftantly to a man ; tg a maa 
who does not love them in xtti|ri|\: 
Lady Lucy is, indeed, of a molt ami- 
able difpoficion, as well as exceedingly 
lovely in her perfon and manners. What 
a treafure is (he to this Frankland ! He 
is very fond of her, I believe, though 
I have raifed all this duft about him. 
Who the devil would not doat on fuch 
a creature ? It is almoft criminal to at* 
tempt to teafe her by fucb a piece of 

I 5 vile 
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vtSe tl<eant as I have prafHfed ; yet, in 
l»v« «rd: la war, ftratagems are fain 
K.uw^, if 1 .oral her- wkb as. moch 
tcirs.iiMtwli as this Frankland docs, (he 
wU lole nMbiRg by the change': one 
Vin^^Htnt JNHu^ teltow is 9s good as 
anot*!^, l--tmliginei -and itioft women 
tdmU lo: but tiiis chanmngVdmandifr 
fcrs « much from her -fiXi by hel" 
Hr*ng< pCTverlcnefs. as by her pcrfonal 
aHuretncnts. I fuppofc, therefore, that 
Hter* can be no hopes at prefent, or 
»wf fidnt ones, (ot 

Your fiacoc friend,' 

Gbokce Caswell. 
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••••! . .-. ). ,' m u .. . ti.'j t,d ii;r; •\,r.\ 

IHilYE juft;r9C9^cd ^f^ofhcj lettqy 
fr<^ l-prd A%t)Ovi wf i it is the /nqft 
fet^fi^prjr^ Qfte^ii l?fYfnyqf ,iftci^ of bis 

sapd opw.he, isT oinij^. aj?p^e})e(^i}fe.,;h/jti,| 

fhoald. thinly,, him. -if|(;^pi^|3le>,qf pQQ, 

. ftancy^ /rom iajv^ijirfjhingjjjl injeygly^in 

(ty>fequem:e ipf .iij|^g.w^tj^ j^.yir<^qjji, 

iB^y oJaBeftionj:' jjiiglj^^, ftiriy,., si#<ie 
to fu«h a,.v*fifgat?d^6on4ia^, jiT.gin,, I 
confefs-,.iiO0-^«Hic^gfl8J«^icaJ i^ fais.^- 
yoHr,i,to ,i«)ggifle; tlvjt l.flkal.lrf.YfirJjaK^ 
rf«f(?n tft...rpp»«: .«f wy , p^r^ji^lity. fqr. 

hittj; /JjJaifc««!i^i^dre6y,afl[jiAblej:jJK:' 

■ I 6 is 
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is the man my father chofe for me: 
ought not my father's choice to carry a 
ftrong recommendation with it? For 
my part, 1 own it has great weight with 
mc ! but be that as it will, it is a fine 
thing to hare fo exccHent a» 9p(Aogf 
for the indulgence of my inclinaiion. 
Tour would, I am afraid^ rank me among 
the taibeft of women, and charge me 
with being intoxicated with the adula- 
tion of my lovcf; were I to rdate the 
010ft trifling paffiiges in Lord AQ^ 
bourne's letter conoetning myfelf : yefi 
I Mry tcH you'— I ought, indeed, to tell 
jftm, ' of the extreme good nature of 
Lady BtU Wallace. She has behaved,- 
my Lord fays, not only with the greateft^ 
propriety, but in the moft friendly man*^ 
ner to him: and fhe has ipokcn things 
il^ wj prailib, which (he could have 
}earnt from no body exc^ Lady Lu-' 

^ cy: 
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cy : to jpu dierefore I zm^ id &&y in* 
debtecl for them* She wifiies me happy 
with my Lord^ and does me the honour 
to de&pe my acquaintance and friend- 
(hi^r^ ftfy Locd f]peaks of her in the 
higheft terms^ in the moft reipe£tful 
temn^ aadtcUa me, that no woman ever 
heard fuch a declaration as he was obliged 
» make agaunft berfetf — and ftrongly 
againft his wiU-~wtth {o much patience 
Md good hunxHir. She is, I dare lay, 
a great deal bandfomer and better than 
n$ii but while my Ixxd looks on me 
with partiaF eyes^ I camiot be unhappy. 
He talks of oopiing over immediately : 
nothing however ihould prevent my pay- 
j$ig your Ladyibip my fincere compli- 
ments in peribn, on the re-eftablifli» 
ment of your own^ health, and the cenr 
dnuarnce of your little ion's, if the di^ 
ftance betiN^Q us at prefent did noi 
e render 
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luippincfi in the marmge-ftate. I am 
ploifed coo» methiiikst io fiod chat Locd 
Aihbourne has bchasrcd with b omich 
franknefs, and that jrw, my dear, have 
Kftened to rcafim agamft youriclf wkh 
ftich temper: fof^ hoMtcYv giradng the 
declaratioa uttered * by . b|s Lx>nUkip 
m^t have beea to your ear» it haa» 
eeruinly, releafed you from an infimce 
deal oC aqxiety. Where is the woma» 
who can be happy, without poflcflii^ 
the heart of the man whom flie mar- 
ries? 

You alk me what the world fays of 
you I and you dtfire me to inform you 
of the opinions of your friends and ac- 
quatntance here concerning your con^ 
du^ if I am not quite rufticated.— I am 
indeed rufticaied to luch a d<^iee* that 
1 am looked upon as a perion totaUy 

dead 
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dead to the wdrld— that is, to the police 
part of it— -abiblutely loft in obfcurity ; 
you muft not, therefore, expert the 
wifhed-for intelligeiKe from ^w^.;— To 
convince yQu now of thd^ truth *of this 
ailertion -~ Mr. Frankland and I have 
not been taken notice of by a fingle 
creature among our friends and acquaint- 
ance, Mr. Defborough, Mifs Plaftow, 
and Mr. Fanfhaw excepted.'*^ You will, 
probably, . fee Mr. Fanfhaw at Paris, if 
he is;^ liot, yet artived. He came here 
with' a compliment from my aunt Selby, 
and defired to ftand godfather to my 
boy : to whom^ as wqU as to Mn Frank- 
land and myfelf, he behaved' in the gen*- 
teeleft manner, in the moft friendly 
manner imaginable. As to the herd of 
great and gay, with whom I ufed to be 
fo familiar, not one of them will conde- 
fcend' to look upon the farmer's wife, 

now 
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now ihelhas laid afide the fine Lady. Yet 
I can fincerely aiTure you, my dear Bell; 
that I feel not a moment's uneafinefs at 
their ncgleft. I know myfelf foj much 
happier than I fhoti^d haveb^en in the 
moft exalted fphere of life, without! Mr. 
Frankland, that while he continues, to be 
pleafed with me, I fhall never repine u 
nay, fhould he change, I fhall derive 
£)me coniblation from the • recoUcuSUon 
of my having, been once. the. h^appiefl of 
women ; of my . having eojoyedi a- .feli* 
city which I never could: have expefted 
with any other mail,. There was fome.r 
diiing ia his. looks and manners, which 
ijtruck me when I firft beheld him ; and 
the fimilitude which. I afterwards difcor 
vered in our taftcs and tempers,., attached 
me Very clofely to him. — ^I have never 
had. occafion to alter my fentiments 
about him :. I ani perfeftly fatisfied with 

my 
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my choke : other people are not : they 
have, therefore, the moft reafon to find 
fault with me and my choice 5 they fancy 
they h^vc at leaft. 

To give you aiipecimen of the way of 
the world, I will communicate a little 
anecdote concerning Charlotte Wills.— 
You remember Mifs Wills : her fatjber^ 
though a very confiderable merchant, met 
with difappointments which rendere4 
him unable to leave her any fortune. 
She was left, indeed, entirely to the 
care of Lady Bridgen, her fathet^s fifter, 
that (he might be provided for, and rife, 
by her accomplilhments, from nothing, 
as her aunt had done before her. Mifs 
Wills was always,, you know, reckoned 
very pretty : and ftie at laft managed 

matters fo well, that old Lord G ^ 

who is half blind,, and quite lame,, worn 

down 
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down with difeafes, and foured by his 
lliflFerings under the prcffure o£ them, 
married her. Being weary of mixing 
with pleafurable parties, in which he 
can have no fhare, and being advifed 
by his^ phyficians tb a change of air, and 
a more tranquil ft:at?e 'of life than he 
could lead in London, he has hired a 
houfe within* a mile of us. Two or three 
mornings ago, as it was a fine, clear 
froft, I had ar great mind to take a walk 
with my maid, and' my boy- ' The air^ 
1 thought, would do the child good y 
and I went with him myfelf, that I 
might be fure he would not be kept out 
too long. The pleafantnefs of the walk, 
and my attention to my boy, carried me, 
imperceptibly, .farther from home than 
I had, at firft, intended. — On a fudden 
the wind changed, arid a drizzling ftiower 
came on, which was by no means agree- 
able 
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-able to mc: 3 was jdarmed, indeed, a 
•good deal on my little Charles's ac- 
^count, fearful of his taking cold. I 
really became ^uite afnixious, and took 
toif my cloke : to cover him, in Ipite of 
the remonftrande of my maid, who at. 
Tuf ed me, more than once, that I jfhould 
cat<:h my death. At that inftant a poft- 
cbaife and four^ with the moft >elegaiit 
liveries, whiflced l^. As I was in a 
dirty part of the road, 1 was fplalhcd ^H 
iover by the horfes from head to foot : 
a very falhionable female then thrufting 
her neck out at the window, ordered the 
-carri^ to ftop. — Two footmen, ih 
confcquence of her orders, who follow- 
ed on horieback, came up, .and told m^ 
jthcir Lady defired I would ftep into the 
cfaaife. I heard the invitation with pJea- 
fure, as I had been very uneafy about 
my boy j and taking him from his inaid, 

went 
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went immediately to the catrriage. --« 
Guefs my furprize at finding Lady C-— 
in it : I had never fpoke ten words to 
.her in my life ; but was extremely; glad 
to accept of her civility: I, therefore. 
Hepped in without, miich cereniony,— 
A3 foop as I had felted myfelf, witjh my 
child in my lap, (he exclaimed, with a 
great deal of haughtinefs, and afFefted 
furprize — " Heavens ! Lady Lucy 
" Frankland ! Is it poflible a woman of 
" your quality to be on foot ! and in 
*' this trim too, loaded with a child ! 
** With much reafon do people fay that 
*' you have degraded yourfelf — Lord 
*' blefs mc !— but it muft be very low 
" with you indeed, to. make fuch an 
*' appearance — Well may the world . 
^* condemn fuch unequal, fuch prepo- 
*' fterous matches ! yours is furely a 
" ftrong proof of the wretchednefs of 

" them/* 



AC 
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*^ them."— ■**. SayVather 'yburs is, Ma- 
•' dam,** replied I^ provoked, beyond 

• 

all bearing, at her infolent coriipaflion 
— '•'* r am cvei^' way 'agreeably difpofcd 
"*of by-b^irig iTiamcd to^a riiafi per- 
^* fetftW' amiable; 'andot^a fuitable ^gc 

*' and tafte ; while j^^i^, on the contrary, 
^rc, ih the prime of life, wecJded to 
old age, diifeafe, -atid ill- huhioiir.'*— ■ 
^* Up6A niy-wdrd,*"^ anfw^redl' ifhe, red- 
dening with anger, " I anrl' mighty well 
*^ rewarded for my politenefs -, but fo it 
ever is — one neveV gets any thing but 
ingra'titude- and abufe froni people 
♦' who have ffiabby corineftioiis: ' I wiH 
•* never lefleh myfelf'fo? mucTi ^gain, as 
•* to take the leaft notice of creatures fo 
" vaftly beneath me, I am refoflved.**— 
I ilaid not to heat any more of her inv- 
jpcrtinent language : I defired the fel- 
Ibws to- ftbp and bpcn^the door. The 
• " fervant 
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j fenranc who helped me and my boy cue 

I behaved with infinitely more poUtenefe 

to me than his iniblent mifb^ei^ htad 
done ; for he offered to carry .nfydear 
little Charles home. — I thanked hipi ; 
but told him I (hould fopn overtake «ihe 
maid. — I Md not overtake her, however; 
I began to be almoft weary — it had 
ceaied raining ; yet I walked very uaea* 
fily. — Juft when I was ready to faint, 
Mr. Frankland appeared, with his chain 
—Jumping out of it immediately, he 
prefled me tenderly to his bofbm, and 
a(ked me how 1 came fo far from home, 
and without informing him whither >I 
was gone — "I have been quite miler<r 
^' able on your cccount," continued he \ 
^^ I never wifhed more for your return : 
^ and as it rsuned, I could not help or- 
^^ derit^ Bob to get the chaife ijpafly a$ 
f f foon as he couldy , that I poight let oi^t 

*• in 



Th£ Disinterested MARkiACE. 19^5 

** in fearch of you.*' — It is impoiTible 
for me to tell you, my dear friend, the 
thoufand obliging, tender things he faid, 
nor the kind apprehenfions he cxprefled 
witJi regard to me and my boy. Surely 
fuch behaviour from fuch a man makes 
me ample amends for the want of thofe^ 
gawdy decorations, and of that pompous 

ftyle of living, which make Lady C * 

at once fo wretched and fo proud : fo 
proud, as to infult thofe who never 
have offended her. — My dear Frank* 
land aflced me a milUon of queftions, in 
the moft endearing manner, about my 
health, and about my fweet boy's : but I 
carefully avoided mentioning any thing 

relating to Lady C^ , becaufe I would 

not wound his gentle heart with a fup- 
pofition.that I was (lighted Qr infulted 
for his fake, in the world. I almoft for- 
got, indeed, all that Lady C— -» had 
Vol. II. K faid. 
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iaid, when I met im^ and have now 
only endeavoured to recolledt it, that 
ypu may be fatisfied I convede with 
very few of my old friends and acquain* 
tance 4 for you may be aflured that moft 
of them think pretty much like Lady 
'(»■ ■ ■ ■ ■ about my marriage^ whatever 
they may fay concerning it. — After this 
information, you cannot imagine me ca- 
pable of writing what is faid concerning 
j^w ; but every body mud, in my opi- 
mon, approve of the fpjrit aad propriety 
with which you have aded j and i date 
oeKeve that you will iricet with a lover 
fuU as Agreeable as Liord Aihbourne, 
and more conftant than he has been.— 
That you may End fuch a lover, is the 
^ncere wilh of 

r 

Your very fincere friend, 

L. Frankland. 

; LET- 
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LETTER LXII. . 

Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborough. 

* ^ • - 

MY Lucy is more and more ange- 
lic every hour : would you be- 
lieve it ? L— r She faw my foolifli 
trifling ♦ . with Maria v fhe was told 
Qvery minute citfcumftunee about it, 
by Sit GeorgeiiCafweH,' which could 
tend, to make her -uneafy, to alarm 
her ; yet ihe hever- difcovered the leaft • 
jealoufy or ^difcontent. Aftonifhing ! 
What an excdifent'miml' muft Ihe have ! 
She is indeed' s^l goodriefs; 1 riever can 
be worthy of her. — I have told you that 
I could not endure the thoughts of cie- 
ceiving her ; that I had refolved to dif- 
cpv^r all » my. folly to -her^ with regard to 
Maria — I only waited till I imagined ifhe 
had recovered her ftrength : wondering, 

K a I mud 
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I muft own, during the recovery of it, 
that (he never took the fmalleft notice 
of Mifs Waters's departure from the 
Redory, which ftie left foon after the 
converfation ihe had with me in the 
garden. I thought it odd, I confefs, 
that (he never mentioned the name of 
Maria, as (he ufed to be frequently at 
our houfe. One day therefore I faid to 
her, " You do not feem to mifs Maria, ^ 
my dear: (he never behaved difre- 
rcfpcdtfuUy to you, I hope, or took 
any improper liberties *— If (he bad 
^* taken fuch liberties^ (he &ould not 
** have cprae here Jo frequently/* 

" No, never, Mr. Frankland,'* re- 
plied (he, with a look of furprife: 
*' how came you to imagine any fuch 

thing i 
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" I am pretty well afitared^ my dear/* 
faidi, "that flic did not behave pro- 
" pcrly to jTiw, though you are. too good 
" to take notice of her improprieties/* 

" Indeed you are miftaken," anfwered 
fee, '* I never faw her do, I never heard 
" of her doing, any thing improper/* 

« 

" You are fo confiderate, my Lucy/* 
faid I, *' and fo generous^ that, fapltlcfs 
" as you are yourfelf, you can pity, and 
" even overlook", the failings of other 
" people/* 

« I faultlefs ! Mr. Frankland ?" an- 
fwered flie, with, a beautiful glow in 
her cheeks — "1 have a thouj&nd 
** faults -, hut you' are fo kind, fo par- 
*' tial, t^iat you will not fee tKem/* 

K 3 « I caa 



1^8 The Disinterested Marriage. 

*♦ I can truly retam tte charge of 
«• kindncfs and partiality, my dear Lu- 
•« cy,'* replied I : " you Ihut your eyes 
•• againft my imperfeftions, but I fcorh 
♦• to deceive you — I am fmcerely afhamed 
•• of my paft folly •, and I muft, . in or- 
!** der to cafe myfelf of a load of dif- 
•* quiet, make a full confeffion to you.— 
" I cannot be at reft till I have dif- 
'« clofed every fecret of my heart. — I 

reproach 'myfelf feverely for having 

fo long concealed from you whiat I 
'•* ought to have cotnttiunicated 'befbrc : 

but I was fearful of agitating your 

Spirits tpQ much/* 






cc 
«c 



Smiling, with an inexprdflible fweet- 
nefs on nie, while I fpoke tlie few laft 
words; fhe replied. When 1 had uttered 
them, looking up in myfacc^with'a charm- 
ing 
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ing fignificance in her dearcyes, — •* What 
♦* have you to tell mc, now ?" 

Pulling her down on my lap, I thca 
related, circumftantially, every thing 
relating to Maria. To tell you how 
fhe received intelligence, which any wo- 
man in her fituation would have thought 
the moft unwelcome, is impoflible. She 
looked unutterable things : (he faid little 
however — fhe only called me her ami- 
able, her excellent Frankland ; her dear, 
her tender Charles — fmiled — and wept 
"—When I alked her if the precious 
tears which watered her cheeks were a 
pardon for my follies — She anfwered— • 
No — they flow from excefs of joy— 
I rejoice at your having no faults 
•* which ftand in need of forgivenefs— 
^ No man, except yourfelf, would have 

K 4 « ib 
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" fo behaved, being fo tempted 5 and 
** by fuch a fine girl too/* 

Flattering creature! Where is the 
man who can boaft of fo delightful a 
companion ? of fo tender a friend ? In 
my Lucy I find the miftrefs and the 
wife I ever wiflied to meet with — ^Never 
will I again do any thing . to render -my- 
felf unworthy of fo ineftirnable a trea- 
fure ; nor fhall 1 ever forget the weak- 
nefs of my paft condudt. My recol- 
leSions will certainly prevent repetitions^ 
be the provocatives ever fo ftrong. I 
wilh, however, I had not played the 
fool with Maria, The hufband of fuch 
a woman as ffjy wife ought n9t to caft a 
fingle look at any other ! 

Sir George Cafwell, finding that he 
could not make my wife like him, 

nor 
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nor make me like any other woman^ 
has removed himfelf to Londoiv— -I am» 
not forry for his departure : had he re- 
mained here, we certainly ffioufd have 
come to an open quarrel : that would 
have made my Lucy extremefy uneafy^ 
and confequently would have filled me- 
with real anxiety. If people would but 
let us alone,^ we Ihould be the happied 
of human beings* My boy> if he 
could fpeak, would &hd his duty to> 
you. As you have made yourfclf a 
kind of pareni: to him, I (hall bring; 
him up properly obedient to you : by fa 
doing, I hope I fliall not improperly exr 
prefs the grateful fcnfc I have of youc 
Iriendihip ta 

Tours^ 
C. FranklakdI 

K5 - L.ET- 
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LETTER LXIII. 
Lady Bcll to La^dy LucYi» 

TH ANKYEfe, my dear friend, 
thankyce, for the pretty fellow 
you have fent the. I can no longer de- 
fer paying my acknowledgments. Why, 
this FanQiaw is handibm^r, ahd has 
more wit, fenfe, and every thing, than 
Lord AiDbbourne. — He will "he a warmer 
lover too — if he is a lover at all — I mean 
of ;»^-, for, at prefcnt, yoiir Ladylhip 
is the wom^n who engrofles his thoughts. 
No man, indeed, fan fpeak in higher 
ternis of a woman than he does of you : 
but I can bear his raptures, on your ac- 
count, better than I did Lord AJhboumi^ 
on Mifs Flafto\^'s ; as you are married, 
my ({ear^ you can do me no mifchief : 
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you will not take my man from me 
when I have got him— yet whether I ever 
Jhall get him or not, is a quiftion not 
eafily to be anfwered. I think, how- 
ever, that there is . a great tendency in 
him towards me.as^y^/ir friend: he even 
ventures to fancy that there is a fimiii- 
tude in our features. I confefs I never 
heard of a refemblance between them 
before : but men fee ftrange things. It 
is^ vaftly lucky though for nie, as he is fo 
violent an admirer of you,, that there 
happens to be a likenefs between mt and. 
your Ladylhip. It is impoffibie for him 
to think me very difagreeabk — ^Ycjt, as I 
hav^ been, already fo duped by one man, 
I ought to be extremely flow in giving 
credit to another, — Appearances are 
very depeitful : but he comes quite a^ 
propos to be my dangler : I wanted an 
attendant in publick , I .wanted alfo a 

K 6 man 
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man to countenance me juft now, being 
in a deferted ftate. Mr. Fanfhaw is the 
thing: he is handfome, young, lively, 
and pofleiled of an affluent fortune ; with 
that fortune he has a foul to fpend it 
with elegance and tafte. He is a charm* 
ing fellow to be at one's elbow in fuch a 
place as Paris. Once more, therefore, 
1 thank you for fending him hither, and 
for all the civil things you faid of me 
to him : they may have a proper weight 
in due time. 

I am forry that you are fo much neg* 
leded by all your old acquaintance ; but 
. if they refcmble Lady C — — , you arc 
much better, I think, without them, 
than with them. What an infolent crea- 
ture 1 I have always obferved that your 
half-bred people can never bear any ex- 
altation : it makes them abfolutely gid- 

dyj 
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dy ; they neither know themfckes, nor 
any body elfe. You treated her, in my 
opinion, with a very proper contempt : 
but there is a delicacy in your conceal- 
ing this infolt from Mr. Frankland, 
which wovrld be imitated by few of your 
fex upon fuch an occafion. I have often 
wondered to fee women, who are really 
not in the leaft concerned in the marri- 
ages of their female acquaintance, look 
upon them in fo defpicable a light, if they 
choofe men with fmalter fortunca thaa 
they have rcafon ta expedt. One would 
imagine that an oppofite mode of beha- 
viour might be adopted itk fuch fitua- 
tions — As envy is the predominant paf- 
fion in the generality, at leaft, of both fex- 
es, thofe who fee their friends degraded 
ihould be quite pleafed, and not thrown 
into an ill humour. Tour uncommon 
happinefs in the marriage ftate certainly 

makes 
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makes you an enviable woman — as 
matrimonial felicity is but rare — ^yet you 
will remain, I find, unmolefled, in con- 
fcqucnce of it, if you do not dazzle the 
eyes of your acquaintance with your 
riches ; moft people choofing rather to 
be opulent than happy. — I am really 
forry, however, that you cannot learn 
the general opinion about me. I dare 
fay I am fpared as little as you , but 
we may io^hj Lucy, in time, perhaps, 
have an opportunity to laugh at them 
in our turn. 



In Continuation. 



Fan(haw has juft brought me the 
fweeteft fet of boxes for my toilette, of 
Nuns work, you can imagine. Upon 
OTy Word, he has a fine tafte in every 

thing. 
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thing. Hearing tliat I was writing ta 
yauy he defired me to fay all that the 
moft fefpeftful and affeftiofiate friend- 
fliip could infpire — n<jt forgetting your 
little fon. 

Lord Aihboume has been gone for 
England thefe three days : he took a 

very polite leave of me ; and again beg- 
ged my pardon for every thing that he 
might have faid to offend me. I wifhed 
him as happy with his Plaftow, as I do 
you and myfelf with the men we like 
l)eft. 

Yours moft affcftionately, 

A. Wallace. 



LET. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

- • 

Mr. F&ANKXAND to Mr. DESBOROirCAi. 

MY d^areft Luqr will, I Hope; at 
laft, be rewarded for her extreme 
GondefcenfiOQ in accepting of a man with 
fo fnaall a fortune as myfclfl She has 
received news of the death of Mr.. Me.-- 
ncl, at Montpellier, juft as he was upi- 
.on the point of being married.. As he 
was her father's brother's fon, and as he 
made no will^ my wife comes into the 
pofleffion of a very ample fortune by 
inheritance. She inherits, indeed,, every 
thing belonging to him. This confi- 
derable — and unexpefted— acquifition,. 
however, fecms only to give her joy by 

enabling 
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enabling her to make nte fome amends 
for having married an indigent woman 
of quality, asjbe calls herfelf. For my own 
part, I am chieSy pleafed with it as it 
will throw her into the fphere of Jife in 
which Ihe was born — ^in which fhe is 
thoroughly qualified, in every refpe£t^ 
to (hine. I am fufiiciently rich in the 
pofleflion of her ; richer with her than 
if I was pofTefled of all the] treafures of 
the eaft. I wi(h not for tuyfelf more 
than I enjoy : but I have long earneftly 
wifhed that my Lucy was in a fituation 
to Jive in a manner fliitable to the rank 
to which 4he was born. The more 
ready fhe is to give up the indulgencies 
to which (he has a right, the more in- 
dulgencies does (he deferve. She de- 
ferves every thing the heart of man can 
invent to make her blefled. I rejoice, 

there- 
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therefore, that it will be now in her 
power to gratify every wilh of her 
heart — She will, I doubt not, fliine 
with as much luftre in profpericy, as 
(he has fhone in adverfity : — to fhinc in 
the former Hate is to be very uncom*- 
monly diftinguifhed. May the exem- 
plary condud of my dear Lucy evet 
msike a proper impreflion on bim who 
muft ever be attached to ber alone !-«-^ 
.This is the fincere wiih, this is the fer- 
vent prayer of 

Your happy, happy friend^ 

C. FRAN£LAND.r 



LET. 



The Disinterested Mai^riaxje. 2ri 
LETTER LXV. 

From the fame to the fame, 

STILL more difcoveries of the 
virtues of my amiable wife*— Were 
all women like hety every marriage, oh 
the 'woman's fide, would be a dtfinterefted 
one \ an union cemented by thefincereft 
and tendered fricndftiip that can pofl?- 
bly fubfift between the two fexes. What 
-friindfhip between man and man 
'can equal the dear, delightful inter- 
courie between a hufband and a wife, 
when the latter has the perfon and thfe 
mind of my Lucy ! With a much lefi 
ambbte perfon indeed than her, and with 

'a lefs exalted underftanding, a woman 

• 

-muft, with a delicatefenfibility like hers, 
with a gentlenefs of heart like hers, 

foften 
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foften a man of the moft ragged difpo- 
fition-r-How muft hi feel when the wo- 
man, to whom he is united for life, has, 
with a form highly elegant, a fet of 
beautiful features, moft happily arranged, 
and who b adorned with every female 
accomplilhment to Charm his fenfes, and 
fubdue his heart ? I never thmk of my 
foolifh trifling with Maria, but with the 
utmoft contempt for hety with the great- 
eft deteftation of npffe^. 

I knew not, till a few days ago, that 
my dear Lucy had ftill farther reafon to 
think meanly of me. Mrs. Bowen 
came to tell me that fhe had fomething 
to communicate to me, which would, 
flie believed, give me pleafure.— '' Mils 
" Waters," faid fhe, >' is gone into Lei- 
^^ ccftcrihire, to live near her father, 
:' wpon an annuity of fifty pounds, 

" which 



cc 
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*' which Sir George Cafwell has juft> 
" fettled upon her, in opnfequence of 
** a promife (he made to do every thing in 
*'^ her power, to draw ycu away from 
** Lady Lucy; againft whoth he had, 
" I find, the moft infamous defigns/* 



I told Mris. Bowen, that I had always 
fufpefted Sir George of being very im- 
pertinent to my wife : but that, as Ihe 
had never complained of his behaviour, 
I hoped I had been miftaken. 

** You were not mift^en,'* replied 
Mrs. Bowen, "Lady Lucy never 
mentioned any thing relating to Sir 
George to me ; but I know he was 
very much your enemy, as Mifs Wa- 
" ters informed me that he, the very 
" day Ihe difcovcred his defigns to youj - 

" had 



cc 
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'•* had been afluring LfOdy Lucy you 
** were falfe to her^ and fond of Maria." 
« « ■ . . 

I anfwered^ that it might be fo; but- 
that my wife had concealed Sir George's 
beaviour to her from me ; adding, that 
if I had been acquainted with it, I cer- 
tainly (hould have demanded fatisfac- 
tion of him for fo grofs an ihfult to us 
both. 

** For that reafon," faid Mrs. Bowen, 
" my Lady, I imagine, fuppreffed it ; 
•* but Mifs Waters communicated to 
*^ mc all that pafled, having received 
*^ her intelligence from Sir George him- 
** felf, who upbraided her^ becaufe he had 
** not been more fuccefsful ; telling her, 
^ at the fame time, that Lady Lucy 
*' declared fhe could not expe<5t so kepp - 
** fo agreeable, fo amiable a man as you 

" to 
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•* to herfelf i adding, that while you 
•' treated her with thqgreatcft tender- 
^ nefs, flie ftiould never complain,** 



Her^e is a woman, Defborough ! — 
What true greatnefs of mind is united 
wit^ her charming pcrfon ' How I 
adore her! How juftly has flie feeen 
provoked to be difcontented with me ; 
to diftruft me ! Yet ever, in appearance, 
fatisfied, ever kind, ever obliging, it 
was impoffible for me to imagine, during 
the provocations I gave her, that fhc 
had heard the flighteft whifpcr of de- 
traftion againft me. 

Leaving Mr.s. Bowen immediately, I 
haftened to my "dearcft girl, to tell her 
that every hour brought frefli proofs of 
the excellence of her difpofition, and of 
her tendernefs for me. I told her alfo, 

indeed. 
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indeed, that fhe ought to have ac* 
quainted me with Sir George*s infolence, 
which called for my refentment. 

« 

" I would rather have endured the 
** moft infolcnt behaviour from him," 
anfwered fhe, ^^ than have endangered 
** jrour dear, your moft valuable life/' 

She aftually trembled while (he fpoke 
thefe words, apprehenfive of my-ftill 
retaining a fiifficient quantity of refent- 
ment to make me quarrel with SirGeorge. 
I looked, moft probably, as if I thought 
him dcferving of the fcvereft chaftife- 
ment ; for fhe earncftly conjured me to 
forget what was paft, and to regard Sir 
George as a man to be treated only 
with negledl and contempt. 

I have fcarce left myfclf room to in- 
form you of the alteration which the 

fudden 
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fudden and large addition to my for^ 
tune has ma4e already in thok Who once 
called themfelves my friends. Lady Lucy 
and I have r^elted ktteM aiidirifrdls innu- 
merable from all parts, with congratu- 
lations, and bfkts • of fcrvjce* of* 31 
kinds.*~How extremely kin^are they^ 
now ihey ^^e? lure we da rmt^ntnt therti 4 
Such i^r t!fie^ way* of^the ihtl(P/^Of 
that imy \ ft^c feen ericMfglv i^ lwi*h4<i 
remain in a private lphe>e*Ka|](py;" tliriee 
happy, with my amiable Lucy.— How* 
ever, in' d private or public^ ifphere; 
yott rit^y4^fe' afways fare of* a"'fih<ifere Vfrel-- 
coiiie froni '* ' ' ' 



••.^ ** r 



i'- J.it 






: Your ever affectionate friend, * . 






- P. S. My bpy; t}]irijves^.apa.cef he will, 
foon be,aWj5 tofcpd.,Ws dut;y ta.vou. ~ 
Vol. II. L LET- 
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I SIT down to .write, to- you in the 
greaceft hurry, to tell you that Mr. 
Mepell is dead. He died at Montpc- 
lier the day before that intended for 
his wedding one j the day before he was 
to have been married to a Mifs Rich- 
ton — ^You cannot;, I think, have too 
early intcUigenccabout this capital event, 
as you, may-— not having been properly 
informed of it— make the ncceflWy en- 
quiries.— I hope Mr. Mencll did nothing, 
before he died, to prevent your enjoying 
what is certainly yout right upon his 
dcceafe. He has, j)robably, left /ome 
legacies, but I Ihalf be ferry' to hear of 
any coafwieratile otici, as I vfilh y6U and 
• ■ ^ ■ ' Mr. 
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Mr. Fnuikland to be po0efijed cf an 
ample fortune ; and the more do I wi(h 
you to be in pofleffion of fiich a fortune, 
that you may provoke thofe infol^t 
creatures who have flighted you, be- 
caufe you had a fmall income, and be- 
caufe you had the virtue, the generofity, 
to marry a man from the mpfk Mfinti^ 
rejied mqtiycs. 

Fanfhaw, who, by the way, gaint 
upon me prodigioufly, and who, had I 
not made a kind of vow never to put 
faith in man again, would, very pro- 
bably, fucceed the fickle Aflibourne— 
fpeaks in the higheft terms of Mr. Fr^nk- 
land, and fays, that if any body can 
deferve you, be alone fnufi be the man. 
He never faw a man {o anxious about a 
wife (he tells me) fo eager to pleafe her, 
as be was to pleafe you, at a time when 

L a. tvcry 
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merf proof orteodemels and atcention 
mm required,* to .aUeviate the pain you 
aeoefikrily: ieadurcd in the (ncA trying of 
all iituations. t am very glad to hear 
that there is one good and confiderate 
man exiting. I told Fanfliaw fo. — ^He 
replied^ Vkh a vivacity peculiar to him- 
'Iblf r-*- ^ Do you think there is but one P 
" Take me^ anjd make me tht ficond 
^^ bed and happieft hufband in the 

Before 1 4:ould anfwer this modeft re- 
qiHiifl:^ a fetter was brought me from LcM*d 
•Afllbourne.-^Had not ISfs Plaftaw and 
wy dear Louifa been mentioned in every 
fecond line, I fhouid have aftually mif- 
tkken it for a love-letter ^to myfelf j 
fo full was it of tendej^ 'epithets, 
and foft defcriptions. The poor girl 
muft be far gone indeed ; for I find, by 
• I his 



J-^ 
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his Lordfliip's account, that fhe was ready 
to expire with joy at the light, of him. 
In fhort, though I am glad they are 
happily met at lad, I am (6 heartily fick 
of my Lord's detail of his felicity, that 
I (hall forbid Fanfhaw to fay any thing 
in the amorofo-&ylc to me for a confider- 
able time ; and, if .1 Jh$uldbc prevailed! 
on to liften to him upon the tendered of 
all fubjcdts, I will return no reply to« 
him.--«-I ihould be particularly vexed to^ 
have a Iheet of my afl^£tioA4te~ nonienfe 
handed about among his male friends.. 
I do not fay that I will be filently woo*d i 
but I will moft afluredly be- filent When 
I am won : and io, my deleft Lucy, in 
hoped of giving you joy, I remain 

Your ever fincere friend, 

A. Wallace. 
L s LET: 
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LETTER the LAST. 
Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 

I THANK yoii, my dear Bell, for 
your laft kind and entertaining let- 
ter : I thank you for your care about 
ipe: it was was kind, but, luckily, it 
happened to be needlefs. I received the 
earlieft advice of Mr. MenelFs death 
£rom a friend, who lately joined him at. 
Montpelier, and who adds, that though 
he thought himfelf better, he could not 
have recovered. I had, for fome time. 
indeed before I married, looked upon 
him as loft, and therefore felt not fo 
much as I ihould otherwife have done. 
I can truly fay, that I did not wilh for 
his fortune. I have, for a long while, 
been fenfible that happinefs is to be en^ 

joyed 



n 
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joye4 to as great A degree witliot^ %f«ipbr« 
fiuky, as wich k : yet^ as my 4ear Mr* 

Frankland deferves svtty things I am- 
glad he is now put into thejpoflefSon of. 
an ample, fortune, comiilg hsm mey^tfps^ ) 
ctajl)^as be is incapable o(4)eiJ^^djdnsiedr 
by jtj^.br p«0nifWd(t0.iqt*it)ia.inQ^^jc>£l 
I^e wkich he has fpun^d, . by ex^rieiice, . 
ib conducive to the health of his body,... 
and of his mind. He has, indeed, met 
i?^ith ^'fucb Igcceis in hk fiir^g' i^irsy 
that he^iniehddr to pof^e tfaut^ionly in^ 
a mdre CKteniirre maniser. He Iwill nov ^ 
have Turns fiifficient fon the enlar^ment 
of his_ jdefigns, ' fpr the benefit of his 
poor neighbours, as well40>foriiisiawa 
immediate advantage. He purpofes to 
{6W mott wtiekt- afid bkl^J'^to inereafe 
the ftock of cattle, pigs and poultry, in 
order to'havd i|t in His, power to fupply 
the poor, and even the middling people, 

L 4 with 
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widr «ke neoifTarks ;pf * fi£^ lu a psafon^ 
able rate, -^By tbtft J>Focecdings, by ^ 
letting Ixnall farms to mdoftrioiis people^ 
and by planting foreft^trees^ he will, of 
coujft,, improve ; hiflr eftate^ xonfiderabl f 
lib iiiewyeat8y and tip^ lealfy tifdEu| to 

employed,' when ^ it is employed in ibis 

,l\fie«ei9QAi^ #^ ftw.id^s>ago»:A.lettiit' 
ftom^ Lor^rGraflingtoi»> io ^dttcbihe.tOBi^ ; 
gratalated jdbfe oir-tber iaictiK .of myifoov: 
and entceated me to percoiL hkn to fettle ' 
thai fortune ii|)Qn iv'tt, ^^ch oughc toi.* 
have. hoittd^/iK. ;:..'. ..: ri;^j i.c: ,- . 

L^dibipi that a^ his Hob wc^uldt if. M 
li^s iiMt H. vef y 1»^ i^attrml oftiifpi 
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he muft dccKnc the acceptance of hisr 
ofier. 

Thui you fee, my cicar, my Charles 
wdl knows how to acquit hknfelf upoii 
every important occafion. I confefs I 
am charmed with his reply to Lord 
Gi^ilingt6n, as well as his anfwer to 
flic riumerbus compliments land invita*^ 
tions received by us fince our elevation. 
What a ftrange magnetic power is there 
ii^weahh !• ' '^ 

We hav6 been exceedingly diveftea 

^ith'the behaviour of our 'former ac- 

•> 

quairitancei whom Mr. Frankland has 
treated, as ' they deferved, very cava* 
licrly. To the Swymmers, and a few 
dthers, we (hall continue to be attached % 

biic'w^ are by ii6 miafls defi^oUs df 
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filling our apartments with mare to- 
Jlters. 

Lady C has fcnt me a vcrjr re- 

pentant note, to beg pardon for the 
rudeneis of which £hc had been guilty : 
but I dare fay ihe neref would have 
thought of making any apol(^es for 
ijl?ai rudenefs, if I had remained in the 
fituation which occaiioned it. 

Mn Frankland will take a houle for 
me in town, that I may come to it when 
I pleafe ; but we have, mutually agreed 
to live chiefly here ; to enlarge our famu^ 
if we want room, and beaucify our rural 
ipot, out of gratitude ; as we firft, he 
&ys, enjoyed upon 'it liat felicity fo 
farely n^t with in the fafhionable world, 
by the fms who are falhionably united. 
rr^rlQyfissffi hapf incls be expeded from 

mtrtenarf 
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n$erc€nary marriages! When the two 
fexes come together with difinterefted 
mews^ when their hearts^ as well 9s 
their bands^ are joined, then only can 
they expert to be happy. — That you 
may be cmpktify fo with Mr. Fanfi^aWy 
is the fincere wiih of 

« 

Your ever afieftionate friend, 
Lvcv Franklanp. 
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A D V E R T I S EM E N T, 

To the Countiy BookfeUers, . 

WHEREAS, from our hs^vingjrefufe^ 
to H Mn BAt«)V^iK, the JPufafiftiei! 
of the London Magaziney have any more of 
our Books, till a reafonable Satisfadtion is made 
to uSy by retracing an impudent Fallhood af- 
ferted in hi& Magazine for December, 7772, 
relative to two Noyek we publiftied, under the 
Titles of, The Way to Lose Him, and. 
The Way to Please Him (Sec oorApPEAL 
tothePuBLic,,annexedtotheSELF-DECEiv'D;. 
or. The History of Lord Byrom) w« 
have fufficient Reafon to believe, that Orders 
coming from the Country to him, and, per- 
haps, others his Colleagues, will not be com- 
plied with, and various malicious and faUe Prei^ 
tences afTign^d for fo doing ; Wc hereby ac- 
quaint all Country Dealers and others, i hat, 
by fending a Stage Coachman, or other Per-^ 
fon, to our Shops, they will be immediately 
fupplied at the L<$ndoil Prices 'witl) anj of au\r 
Books ^ on paying ready Money' for the fame. 






P. S, As we fell .for tjaiady Money only,^ 

Letters dire<!led to lis for Credit wilt be lyttir 
lefs. 
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